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Excitement continues to build around the upcoming Being Messy, Being Church 
conference.  It promises to be a wonderful time of sharing and learning together – with 
participants including Lucy Moore, guests from New Zealand and around 100 Messy 
Church practitioners from all over Australia. If you are planning to come but have not yet 
registered, please do so asap via Being Messy, Being Church as there are less than a dozen 
places left! 

An amazing start!
Messy Church continues to be amazing! There were eight unchurched families (six for the 
second time and two new ones) at our second Messy Church - with apology RSVPs from 
two families who had attended the first and also from two other families who wanted 
to come! Our second gathering was better organized and a bit more together. Whilst 
we’re having some teething issues around dinner (serving & clean-up in particular, it all 
became a bit of a circus) and our larger volunteer team need some more training and 
direction, it has none-the-less been a phenomenal beginning.

Colleen, Oakleigh

Blessed abundantly!
Our first Messy Church was an amazing experiencing. It was messy, it was noisy, it was 
fun, it was tiring and hard work but God blessed us so abundantly. There were big 
blessings but it was the little things that have made it really special…

• one of the men who we asked to help with the BBQ, fixes dish washers and the dish 
washer wouldn’t work. He was able to do a temporary repair

• a woman who came with one of our church families said she really felt God’s 
presence in the Chapel during our Celebration Time.  She has offered to help with 
the craft activities at the next one.

• I was surprised that someone I wasn’t expecting this from, was the best at explaining 
how the craft she was supervising related to our theme and the Bible passage.

• Parishioners who said they would come again and bring others with them next time 
now they knew what Messy Church was all about.

Jean, Bayswater

As Messy Churches across the country celebrate Christmas, I trust that amidst 
the colour, excitement and busyness you will find space for reflection upon – and 
celebration of  – all that God has done through you, your team and your Messy 
Church across 2017. As you contemplate 2018, let me encourage you to read the 
latest Aussie-Add Ons (see link in this Newsletter), pray for the upcoming Being 
Messy, Being Church Australasian Messy Church Gathering and wait patiently for 
God’s direction for next year.

Chris Barnett
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Messy Church Dinners
Organised by local Regional Coordinators, with support from 
other Messy Church leaders, two Messy Church Dinners were 
recently held in Melbourne – one in the west and one in the 
south east. Messy Church leaders from across the respective 
regions thoroughly enjoyed their time together in Messy 
Activities, Messy Celebration and Messy Dinner. Both events 
were extremely well attended and proved to be a great way to 
relax and celebrate together. Why not explore the possibility of a 
Messy Church Dinner for your region in 2018?

Last Minute Christmas  
(or file for next year)
Jane Leadbetter (from Messy Church in the UK) has pulled 
together a useful list of Christmas resources that is worth 
keeping in a folder for future use – Messy Christmas resources. 
There are also many other excellent resources around – for 
example those in the November and December Monthly 
Updates distributed by Chris Barnett (e-mail chris.barnett@ctm.
uca.edu.au if you would like to be added to the distribution list 
for future Updates).  

Aussie Add-Ons – 
Summer 2018
When summer finally rolls around and all the Christmas parties, 
break up celebrations and family get-togethers are finally done 
and dusted, often the last thing anyone wants to do is organise 
Messy Church. This edition explores how and why we might 
continue to gather as a community over the holidays. With 
practical tips and questions to ponder as a team it is hoped that 
you will take some time this holiday season to revisit the values 
of Messy Church and evaluate what it means to share our messy 
lives together all year round.

• Aussie Add-Ons – Summer 2018
• Previous Aussie Add-Ons

Messy Church &  
Re-imagining Multi-age 
Worship
There is no doubt that Messy Church has helped many of us 
reimagine how we best run a gathered service so that everyone 
can come close to God. By stepping outside of Sunday morning, 
Messy Church neatly by-passes those inevitable tensions 
that arise when traditional shapes of Sunday church try and 
accommodate the presence of children and young people. 
Many people probably feel that Sunday morning all-age or 
family services can leave both young and old feeling short-
changed, patronised and spiritually undernourished. Old wine 
is good, but mixing it with new wine in the original wineskins 
can lead to disaster. So how can we, as Messy Church teams, 
best influence Sunday morning worship that has families and 
children present? And what can we learn from Messy Church 
that might be helpful?

[read more at Re-imagining Multi-age Worship]

Messy Church & 
Grandparents
Celebrating the unique relationship between 
grandchildren and grandparents makes complete 
sense for Messy Church. Celebrating the particularly 
fruitful ways this relationship shares faith across the 
generations, handing on what is precious within a 
trusting relationship, is a great thing for the Church 
as a whole to encourage. What better way to do this 
than by giving older and younger people the chance to 
come and engage together as part of the Messy Church 
community? 

[read more at Messy Church & Grandparents] 

Messy Church & 
Teenagers
One of the key values of Messy Church is multi-age. No 
matter how old or how young we may be, Messy Church 
is for everyone. Messy Church is as much for teenagers 
as it is for anyone else! Just like any other age group, 
some young people will come along to Messy Church 
and dive straight into the activities where others might 
sit back, keep quiet and not really engage with any 
activity whatsoever. Every person, young or old, uniquely 
engages with Messy Church!

[read more at Messy Church and Teenagers]

 

Annual Aussie Messy 
Church Survey
The annual Aussie Messy Church Survey generates a 
wealth of useful data around Messy Church in Australia 
and helps shapes the Australian Messy Church “agenda” 
for the upcoming year. If your Messy Church has not 
yet completed the Survey, it would be appreciated if it 
could be attended to asap. If you would like a copy of the 
Survey results, please e-mail chris.barnett@ctm.uca.edu.
au.   

Some Messy Stats
• Australia  approx. 220 MCs registered
• Globally  approx. 3,830 MCs registered                  
• Australia approx. 20 Regional Coordinators
• Globally approx. 140 Regional Coordinators
• Messy Twitter followers: 3,105
• Messy Pinterest Followers: 1,752
• New Messy Instagram followers: 128
• Messy Church Facebook ‘Likes’: 7,416 (Oct)
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