
Intergenerational Worship

Intergenerational Bible Story Telling: John 9
Year A- Lent, March 26, 2017

What this is: Bible Story based on John 9 with actions and images

Where it’s used: Any intergenerational gathering

Time: 5-10 minutes

Bible focus/theme: John 9

What’s needed: A great story teller, well prepared. 
Optional Slide show (see link)

One of the keys to intergenerational community gatherings is the gentle invitation to be for one another, 
to serve one another by our sharing together, while still keeping the grace of freedom for each to take up 
or step aside from a particular invitation. 

The distinctive of intergenerational faith community is not that there are different things for different 
ages to engage with, but that we bring a collection and integration of different ways of engaging that 
we choose not on the basis of our age, but on our heart and capacity to give ourselves to one another to 
embody the kingdom of God and encounter the Spirit of God in our midst. 

As you lead this story and invite participation in the ways outlined below be diligent in holding the 
language of invitation, and serving together. 
We don’t gather to ‘get something’ out of reading the bible, but to be Spirit-given gifts to one another, 
from the youngest to the oldest. 

• If you have parents/carers and children together in your group encourage the children to stand 
behind their grown up and cover and uncover their eyes, as well as swapping and covering the 
children’s eyes. 

• During the story, at the start of each verse, cover and uncover your own eyes on ‘open’ and cover 
your eyes on ‘blind’ or ‘blindness’. 

• You may also want to introduce the actions on 
 o spit (hand to mouth and ‘spit’ it away), 
 o mud (mime scooping up some dirt) 
 o and power (‘stir’ the pretend mud around in the palm of your hand, then open out both palms   
                 upwards.) 

Prepare this sequence before you start – or leave it until the end. Practise it together, and tell the story a 
second time incorporating these actions. A good story is worth repeating! 

by Beth Barnett



Spit, Mud and Power

Eyes wide open
Jesus can see

 A man born blind
And not treated fairly

Some people say 
That he is to blame
He must be so bad

And his family’s the same

But Jesus knows better
 He knows that blindness
Is not one person’s fault 

And should lead us to kindness
And so with some spit

 And some mud 
And God’s power

The man’s eyes are opened
By Jesus that hour. 

Eyes wide open 
This man can see

The sky and the sun 
And a house and a tree

 And he knows the man Jesus 
Made his eyes to see clear

And he knows the man Jesus 
Made his eyes to see clear

With some spit mud and power
That must mean God is near

Eyes wide open
These men are so shocked

A blind man is healed
But their world has been rocked 

And who’s this man Jesus 
Made his eyes to see clear
Can his spit and his mud
Mean that God is near?
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Eyes wide open
It’s the Mum and the Dad
Of  the Man who was blind 

And who people thought bad. 

But they don’t know Jesus
Made his eyes to see clear

With some spit, mud and power
That means God is near. 

Eyes wide open
This man can see
 That Jesus is God

Who else could he be?
For he knows it was Jesus 
Made his eyes to see clear

With some spit, mud and power
That means God is near. 

Link to Powerpoint

http://ctm.uca.edu.au/children-and-families/wp-content/uploads/
sites/7/2017/03/Year-A-Lent-4-Mar-26-2017-Bible-ppt-John-9.ppt
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