
Intergenerational Worship

Bible Art: 1 Peter 2:18-25 
Year A – Easter 4, May 7 2017

What this is: Intergenerational Bible Engagement 

Where it’s used: In any intergenerational gathering, but specifically with 
Lectionary based gatherings; Bible Reading; Early Word.

Time: 7 minutes + 

Bible focus/theme: 1 Peter 2:18-25*
*NB Although the lectionary reading set for this week begins at verse 19, 
we have begun in the verse before, which is clearly part of  the one text, 
and significantly sets the context (slavery) for the words about suffering in 
what follows.

What’s needed: 
Large ‘Envelope’ (as large as you can make it – use a large white goods 
container) addressed to 
 The Slaves who are followers of  Jesus
 In Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia
Large poster of  Art image by Chris Booth, inside envelope, with text of  
1 Peter 2:18-25 on reverse side.

Introduction

Today we are reading a part of  the Bible that has been written to the followers of  Jesus in places 
far from the towns Jesus visited, and long after the time Jesus lived, died and rose again in a 
visible human body on Earth. 
And the bit that we are reading today was written especially to the slaves in the communities of  
Jesus’ followers. 
It is written in the form of  a letter. 
In the ancient world there were man slaves – different kinds of  slaves, but none of  them had 
any rights – not the right to marry, not the right to own property, not the right to keep their own 
children.  Some were treated with harsh punishment and violence. All slaves were under the threat 
of  violence with no protection. And all slaves were thought to be untrustworthy, and deserving of  
punishment. Any suffering they endured was their own fault – or so people thought. 

by Beth Barnett



So how amazing that they have a part of  the bible written especially for them – though, I wonder 
if  it’s going to be good news? 

Let’s open it and see…

Call some volunteers to help open the ‘envelope’ and take out the ‘postcard’ image with text on the 
reverse side. 
Invite people to comment on what they observe in the picture.
Then read the text slowly, inviting interjections that identify parts of the picture that align with the text. 

• slave has different wounds in each picture
• kind master/harsh master
• community of slaves
• people question why the slave suffers – is it because they deserve it?
• emperor doesn’t help
• Jesus appears as a slave
• Jesus has more wounds and suffering than the slave; Jesus bears all of the wounds of all the slaves

Conclusion

Today we have read part of  the Bible that specifically tells u that it is speaking to slaves, but 
very often he first hearers and tellers of  the stories of  the Bible were slaves. As we read the bible 
ourselves, its good for us to wonder how the story would be received and understood by a slave. 
It can help us better understand God’s ways, and love for all people, especially those in pain, or 
without freedom. 

Options 

• make smaller individual postcards of the image and text for households to take home
• use the small postcards in your gathering and invite participants to have a go explaining the passage 

to one another using the postcards.

 

1 Peter 2:18-25





1 Peter 2:18-25

2:18 Slaves, accept the authority of your m
asters w

ith all fear, not only those w
ho are kind and gentle but also those w

ho 
are harsh.

2:19 For it is a credit to you if, being aw
are of G

od, you endure pain w
hile suffering unjustly.

2:20 If you endure w
hen you are beaten for doing w

rong, w
hat credit is that? B

ut if you endure w
hen you do right and 

suffer for it, you have G
od’s grace.

2:21 For to this you have been called, because C
hrist also suffered for you, leaving you an exam

ple, so that you should 
follow

 in his steps.

2:22 “H
e com

m
itted no sin, and no deceit w

as found in his m
outh.”

2:23 W
hen he w

as abused, he did not return abuse; w
hen he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted him

self to the 
one w

ho judges justly.

2:24 H
e him

self bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from
 sins, w

e m
ight live for righteousness; by his 

w
ounds you have been healed.

2:25 For you w
ere going astray like sheep, but now

 you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.


