
Intergenerational Worship

Prayer: 1 Peter 2:18-25 
Year A – Easter 4, May 7, 2017 

What this is: Intergenerational Prayer

Where it’s used: In any intergenerational gathering, but specifically with 
Lectionary based gatherings; Prayers of  the People

Time: 7 minutes

Bible focus/theme: 1 Peter 2:18-25*
*NB Although the lectionary reading set for this week begins at verse 19, 
we have begun in the verse before, which is clearly part of  the one text, 
and significantly sets the context (slavery) for the words about suffering in 
what follows.

What’s needed: 
• Large poster of  Art image by Chris Booth 
• Strips of  red cellophane
• Black permanent markers (eg Sharpies)
• Music for reflection:  
• Blessed be your name ccli 3798438
• Man of  Sorrows ccli 6476063 
• By his wounds (Briggs) ccli 119172

1 Peter 2:18-25

2:18 Slaves, accept the authority of  your masters with all fear, not only those who 
are kind and gentle but also those who are harsh.
2:19 For it is a credit to you if, being aware of  God, you endure pain while 
suffering unjustly.
2:20 If  you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But 
if  you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s grace.
2:21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.
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2:22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
2:23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten; but he entrusted himself  to the one who judges justly.
2:24 He himself  bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, 
we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
2:25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of  your souls.

Introduction

We read from the Bible, in the book called First Peter some writing that directly 
speaks to slaves about their lives of  suffering. Although in the ancient world 
people assumed that slaves were treated badly because they were bad, that 
slaves suffered because they deserved it, this part of  the Bible reassures slaves 
that they may suffer because of  their harsh and unmerciful or corrupt masters/
bosses, but their suffering is not evidence of  being bad, being wrong, deserving 
punishment. 

Some people today also still think that suffering and pain in our lives is 
punishment, even punishment from God. 
But this part of  the Bible says something different to that. 
Jesus suffered – his suffering is described and the slaves are reminded that 
suffering comes even to the most perfect and holy person who ever lived – 
suffering is not proof  of  the guilt or fault of  the person who suffers, but proves 
the systems of  the world are crooked and out of  line with God’s love and justice. 

In the art image that Chris Booth has created for this part of  the Bible, we see 
slaves  who are hurt with suffering – with a gentle master, a harsh master, with 
other slaves, with those who look on an question, with the powerful emperor 
who does nothing to help, and finally with Jesus – himself  a suffering slave, in 
solidarity with the slave. The slaves in each picture have some wounds – but Jesus 
has all of  their wounds put together. Jesus bears all the suffering of  us all. 

We are called to pray for those who suffer, for those who are enslaved still, for 
our crooked world, and for all of  us who would follow the example of  Jesus. 
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Instructions

Provide strips of red cellophane and markers. 
Invite your gathering to sit quietly for a few moments, reflecting on the text, letting the 
spirit stir prayer within for slaves, for bosses, the suffering in the world, for the crooked. 

As music plays quietly invite people to write their prayers on the strips of red 
cellophane and bring them forward sticking them with blu-tak to the wounds on the 
people in the poster. 

Invite participants to take a piece of red cellophane for themselves, for their own 
suffering and pain. 
Encourage them to take a piece home a reminder of Jesus sharing in their suffering, 
and a reminder to continue to pray. 

Some of your gathering may be obviously touched by suffering. Different communities 
have differing cultures around praying personally for someone, but depending on your 
community practice, you may also offer a quiet space for personal prayer with another 
person during the prayer time. 

Conclusion

Following an open time of prayer, and music, conclude with some or all of the following 
prayer sentences:
These are best led by different voices from among your gathering. 

 Loving God, 
 Gentle and kind you watch over our work.
 Perfect and holy you suffer more than anyone.
 Faithful and compassionate, you suffer with us, your world in need. 
 Held in you and filled with your spirit, may we follow your example. 
 We pray for those who are slaves in the world today. 
 We pray for bosses to be kind and gentle
 We pray for those who work for harsh bosses 
 We pray for communities that are filled with suffering 
 We pray for those who struggle to understand suffering around them 
 We pray for those with power to judge justly
 We pray for all who suffer for we know God suffers with them. 
 Lord hear our prayers, 
 Amen. 
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