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What this is: Intergenerational Music suggestions

Where it’s used: Intergenerational Lectionary based gatherings

Time: Variable

Bible focus/theme: Psalm 137; 2 Tim 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-11

Music has traditionally united communities across the generations. Songs, 
tunes, dances and lyrics have been the means by which the deep identities, 
imagery, stories and traditions of  meaning have been shared and taken up across 
generations. Singing together in community gives not only a common verbal 
language, but a shared emotional vocabulary as well. 
The notion of  separate music belonging to different generations is by no means 
an essential dynamic of  culture. By far the greater norm is shared musical 
culture across the generations. 

Sadly our commercial music culture has divided the market and developed 
diverse genres that give opposing identities to the generations. Churches have 
bought into this too. The more music is for passive listening/performance, the 
harder it is for us to find the broad common ground of  musical connection. But 
where music - music of  almost any style - takes the role not of  entertaining or 
appealing, but of  participation and connecting and centres on connecting in 
relationship, any kinds of  styles and genres can work. 

The following suggestions draw form a diverse range of  contexts – but the 
basis for their selection is the potential for young and old to participate in the 
collaborative meaning making of  music together, in a variety of  ways – singing, 
moving, gesture, posture, instrumentation, repetitive catch phrase, mastery of  
the lyrics. 

As with all intergenerational engagement these need to be well coached in the 
community, and will probably take some time to rebuild the culture.

by Beth Barnett



Songs to link with Psalm 137

By the Waters. Philip Hayes (1786) 
(three part round)

http://www.totalchoirresources.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/By-the-
Waters-of-Babylon-download.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTnspbSjKVc

This is a classic round, and a great example of  the capacity for music to traverse 
and connect across generations. 
• Originally a piece of  French liturgical music published in 1786 (making it 

older than many of  our traditional hymns) 
• It was made popular by Don McLean in 1971, as the final track on his 

American Pie Album – an icon of  the Boomer generation
• Included twice (1979, 1986) in the ABC Sing! Books that were the staple of  

primary school music culture, the song is familiar to many Gen Xers. 
• In the last decade it made a celebrated appearance in the TV Series Mad Men 

Series 1 Episode 6 ‘Babylon’ (2007) and so continues to be familiar to yet 
another generations. 

Divide your gathering in 3 and teach one line to each group. As you go, make 
strong connections to the meaning and purpose of  the text. 

Songs to Link with 2 Tim 1:1-14

 2 Timothy Chapter 1 verse 7.  Colin Buchanan on Follow the Saviour (1998) or 
Baa baa doo Baa baa (2003)

http://tidido.com/a35184373681034/al55d6837a13b521ef22671609/
t55d6837b13b521ef22671635

This song with lyrics straight out of  the Bible has some echoing built into it. This 
is easily used to help teach. However the echoes are not consistent – so use an 
easy relaxed approach to this with a ‘give it a go’ attitude and invite people to 
echo where they can and join in as they can. 
Make this a case study in 
• not working under a ‘spirit of  timidity’ 
• but a ‘spirit of  power’ – defined as ‘we’re able’ not ‘power’ in the negative 

controlling sense
• and ‘of  love’ and ‘of  self-discipline’ – encouraging your gathering to recognize 

that when we give things a go together, it’s a way of  showing love to one 
another

• Of  course the ‘Oh-oh-ohs’ are easy for any age. 
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Songs to Link with Luke 17:5-11

Great is thy faithfulness.  (Together in Song: AHB II 154) 
  
Have faith in God. Geoff  Bullock (Geoff  Bullock Music 1993)  Ccli 1305992

This song links both the imagery of  being beside waters from Psalm 137 with the 
call to faith of  Luke 17. If  you are displaying words on the screen use the images 
that will accompany the bible engagement and prayers to create continuity.
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My Faith has found a Resting place. (Modeste, Gretry, Edmunds) ccli 22070
Sheet music and audio 
https://www.hymnal.net/en/hymn/h/330

Alternative contemporary version by Mark Miller 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAVPXScshwQ

• To involve people in your gathering for whom the number of  words in this song 
might create a barrier to full engagement, introduce the option of  a repeated 
riff. Either of  the simple riffs here can be sung as an ostinato throughout the 
song - adding rhythmic emphasis to the song, as well as reiterating the theme! 
Other simple riffs can be improvised too, using these as an example…

By Faith. Keith and Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend, ccli  5469290. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXB8ihepUpE

• This song puts ‘faith’ front and centre – and it suggests the things that faith 
does. We do well to remember that small as a mustard seed faith is enough 
for these things, that are the world of  God anyway. The lyrics are drawn from 
the words of  Hebrews 11 and 12 which have been lectionary readings in the 
past month, so create a point of  continuity. 

• To involve people in your gathering for whom the number of  words in this song 
might create a barrier to full engagement, introduce the option of  a repeated 
riff  at the end of  each line – adding rhythmic emphasis to the song, as well as 
reiterating the theme!
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