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Developing lifelong, active followers of Jesus 

Part of the church’s task is to develop lifelong, active followers of Jesus. This is a 
discipleship issue. This is a leadership issue. As such, it requires the attention and 
resolve of church leaders, their leadership teams and the wider church community 
to a long term commitment to an intentional discipling strategy. 

Conversation with representatives from major Christian organisations and denominations, along with an 
exploration of reports, research and literature from across the Western world, has revealed some of the 
key elements in this process of making disciples. These findings have been put together to assist and 
empower local church leadership to be agents of change in this process. We believe the solutions lie within 
each gathered faith community!  

Information + Formation = Transformation 

What are some of the formational experiences that, if integrated into an intentional long term strategy, 
starting at and before birth and continuing across the lifespan, will stimulate deepening faith, motivate to 
gospel action and provide a stable foundation for the turbulence of life? These experiences include… 

• Generational Connections 
Discipleship is about being intentional, relational and holistic in creating a culture of lifelong formation 
across the ages. 

 
• Family/household nurture 

Families (households) are the primary faith communities for all ages … 
 
• Anchors/Rites of Passage 

Anticipating, honouring and celebrating our ‘transitions’ and ‘rites of passage’. 
 
• Mentors and Life Coaches 

Take the time to listen, to be encouraging, to be available, to be accepting. 
 
• Peak Experiences 

A place where God meets you, stretches and inspires you … and transformation happens.  
 
• Positive Peer Community 

We are not meant to travel alone in this life…true friends are important! 
 
• Respond with compassion 

Model the compassion of Jesus in response to the needs of the world around us. 
 
• Encounters with Jesus 

Be intentional about providing spaces to encounter Jesus.  
 
• Big Story of the Bible 

Understanding the BIG STORY of the BIBLE is important in faith formation. 
 
• Serving in Mission 

Encourage the broad spectrum of ages to be involved in mission. 


