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Foundations 
 

 

Making Disciples in Messy Church 
 
The aim of this book, by telling stories, analysing the journey to faith, and reflecting on 
what being a disciple means and the various methods of making disciples found in 
scripture and church tradition, is to encourage ministers and lay leaders to see how 
their Messy Church can be an intentional disciple-making community. 
 
Making Disciples in Messy Church is a timely and helpful for a movement that is 
deeply serious about discipleship. Drawing on biblical, monastic and catechetical 
approaches, the book contains much wisdom and inspiration for those seeking to 
make disciples in all forms of church, not just the phenomenon that is Messy Church.  
 

 

Messy Church 
 
Messy Church grew out of one church's desire to reach out to those on the fringes of 
the church community and experience the love of Christ through creativity, fellowship 
and worship together. 
This valuable book explains and explores the foundations of Messy Church.  
 
Overflowing with creative ideas to draw the community together for fun, food, 
fellowship and worship, this Messy Church book contains 15 themed programme 
outlines. Each outline has ideas for creative art and craft activities, meal plans and 
recipes for eating together and family-friendly worship. 
 

 

Messy Hospitality 
 
A practical exploration of the Christian principle of hospitality. Messy Hospitality 
demonstrates how hospitality can be practised in Messy Church and other church 
contexts to promote mission and faith formation, addressing the theology of 
hospitality and how it can be expressed at the welcome table, the activity table, the 
Lord's Table, the meal table, and in the home. 
 
Also included are insights from the secular hospitality industry, how to train Messy 
Church teams in hospitality, audit - style questions for the reader to apply in their own 
context, and five complete session outlines for Messy Churches. 
 

 

Messy Togetherness 

Messy Togetherness looks at Messy Church as an all-age expression of Church and the 
benefits of this to the Church community. It explores current thinking about faith 
development and gives a biblical rationale for the all-age approach.  

Messy Togetherness also offers practical advice and shares stories and ideas from 
across the Messy Church network. The book contains three complete outlines for 
Messy Church sessions (from the Old Testament, the Gospels and the Epistles), which 
offer Bible stories with insights into what it means to be intergenerational as Church. 

 
 

http://www.ctmresourcing.org.au/
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/making-disciples-in-messy-church
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-church
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-hospitality-changing-communities-through-fun-food-friendship-and-faith
http://www.brfonline.org.uk/9780857464613/affiliateid=1018/
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Practical Ideas 
 

 

Get Messy! 
 
Get Messy! is a four-monthly subscription resource for Messy Church leaders. Each issue 
contains four session outlines (one per month), including planning sheets and take-home 
handouts, together with information on the latest resources and events. It also seeks to 
encourage and refresh Messy Church leaders by providing monthly Bible studies, a 
column on taking time to recharge, and a problem page. Other features include a youth 
column, a day in the life of a Regional Coordinator and stories from Messy Churches 
around the world. 
 

 

Messy Prayer 
 
Messy Prayer equips your Messy team to pray and encourage others to do so, both 
within and outside the Messy Church context. It includes ideas and resources for 
Communicating prayer as a concept, Praying as a team, Prayer ideas for the activity time, 
celebration time, and at home as a family, Ways of praying the Lord's Prayer, Ways to 
reimagine other traditional prayers, Creating a prayer space and a Messy Quiet Day 
outline. 
 

 

Extreme Crafts for Messy Church 

Extreme Crafts for Messy Church provides over 50 new activities for Messy Church 
sessions, carefully crafted to appeal to male as well as female participants at Messy 
Church. They challenge the assumption that Messy Church 'isn't really for men or boys' 
and offer approaches for Messy Churches to engage men and boys in an intentional way, 
providing inspiration for creating a Messy Church that men and boys will love to be part 
of. 

 

 

Messy Church Does Science 

In popular culture there is a perceived conflict between science and faith, yet in many 
ways scientific understanding can enhance faith. Messy Church Does Science offers 
Messy Churches the tools to use science to explore aspects of the Christian faith and 
enable children and adults alike to appreciate the wonder of creation. 100 sizzling ideas 
from a range of contributors provide inspiration for the Bible-based activities element of 
Messy Church. 

 

 

Sports Fun for Messy Churches 

Sports Fun for Messy Churches is a great way to enhance your Messy Church experience 
by providing fun-filled games and sports activities for families to enjoy together. 
Containing a wealth of simple, interactive games and family-friendly sports ideas, 
activities in this book are offered in the spirit of bringing whole families and communities 
together to enjoy themselves and to find out how brilliant different people are in 
different ways. 

 

http://www.ctmresourcing.org.au/
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/get-messy
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-prayer-developing-prayer-life-your-messy-church
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/extreme-crafts-messy-churches-50-activity-ideas-adventurous
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/science
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/sports-fun-messy-churches
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Going Deeper into  
Messy Church 

 

Messy Celebration 

Whilst the multi-age worship component of Messy Church plays a key part in communicating 
God's love to people of ages who come along, it can be the hardest part to get right. Messy 
Celebration is a resource for those who seek guidance or inspiration, building their confidence 
in this area. It explores the purpose and main elements of the multi-age celebration time and 
equips the team both spiritually and practically, including thoughts on how the team can lead 
well together. 

 

 

Messy Church 2 

Messy Church 2 includes many ideas for practical ways to promote a sense of fellowship and 
community. Alongside the usual mix of creativity, fun, Christian hospitality and thanksgiving, 
Messy Church 2 explores the importance of discipleship, faith development and training for 
leadership. The book contains a further year's worth of material that your Messy Church will 
love. There is also guidance to enable those taking part to go deeper with God. 
 

 

Messy Church 3 

Messy Church 3 begins with an introduction exploring, addressing and responding to 
situations that have arisen in different Messy Churches. In addition, it includes a further 15 
sessions focused around key 'Christian basics' themes such as prayer and reading the Bible. In 
the great Messy tradition, the suggestions are for you to adapt and improve for your own 
circumstances, rather than an inflexible program to be adhered to. 

 

 

Being Messy, Being Church 

Being Messy, Being Church comprises a series of essays exploring what Messy Church brings to 
the wider church, how these different forms of church community can coexist, and what this 
might mean for the future of the church. Questions addressed include: What will church look 
like in 20 years' time? How can Messy Church help Christians unite a passion for mission with a 
heart for ministry? What can Messy Church and Sunday Church learn from each other? 

 

 

Messy Church Theology 

Messy Church Theology is the first title to explore the lived theology of Messy Church. 
Through essays by contributors from a variety of church and academic backgrounds and case 
studies by Messy Church practitioners, it gathers together some of the discussions around 
Messy Church and assesses the impact of this ministry, placing it in the context of wider 
developments within the church community. 

 

http://www.ctmresourcing.org.au/
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-celebration
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-celebration
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-church-2
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-church-3
https://www.brfonline.org.uk/9780857464880
https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-church-theology

