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Introduction

The book of Hebrews in the Bible is different to many of the other writings in the New 
Testament. It is chock-a-block full of images from ancient Israelite or Jewish religion: 
sacrifices, offerings, altars, prayers, bulls, goats, covenant, law, commandments, oaths, 
priests. 

Almost everything that was precious and important to their ancient faith. 
Almost everything. 
There is no temple. 
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Bible - Priest Material
What this is:  Bible Engagement 

Where it’s used: In any Intergenerational gathering, Bible Reading; Early word

What’s needed: 
• Large poster with checklist of ‘Priest’ attributes. 
• 12 ‘priestly’ scarves (various vibrant colours) tagged with a postcard carrying one 

of the criteria from the list below. Thread and tie a piece of string through a hole 
punched in the card and tie to the end of scarf) Hang these on a clothes rack so 
they can be seen and accessed easily. 

• Wooden blocks of various shapes and sizes (to build a temple)

Time: 5-10 minutes

Bible focus/theme: Hebrews 5:1-10

by Beth Barnett



Not once. 
In the whole book of Hebrews. 
You’d expect with all these sacrifices and altars and prayers and priests there would be 
a temple where it was all happening. 
But there’s no mention of the temple. 
A worship Tent is mentioned – quite a lot – it’s the tent that the Israelites carried around 
with them, when they were on the move as nomads in the desert, and when they 
were a rowdy collection of tribes trying to settle in the hill country of Israel before they 
established Kings and a city. 
Just a retro old fashioned tent; no temple. 

I wonder why?

Any ideas? (While we are thinking about this, if you would like to be part of a team that 
build a temple from blocks here on the floor, come and join in now)

Take some suggestions, welcoming, accepting and affirming all 
responses. After hearing a range of responses, invite the team 
building the temple to step back and allow the whole group to 
appreciate their work.

Continue
Those were good guesses. The reason there is no temple mentioned in the whole 
book of Hebrews is not completely agreed upon. But a very obvious reason might be 
that book of Hebrews was written after the terrible war in the first century in which the 
Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed.  The Jewish people were grieving the loss of the 
temple and struggling to continue their faith without its sacrifices and priests and rituals.

Invite those who have built the temple to knock it down. 

But the writer to the Hebrews isn’t worried, whether the temple is still standing or 
whether it has been destroyed. They are interested in Jesus – and they explain how 
Jesus replaces everything that the temple was for.
The writer to the Hebrews calls Jesus the new high priest, never to be replaced.

Jesus is absolutely first rate priest material - and Hebrews works through all of the 
important qualifications and attributes that a priest should have.

Let’s see if we have some priestly people here.
Priests sometimes where a long scarf or “stole” around their necks.
Each of these stoles has a qualification for being priest material. 
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We’ll read each one, and choose someone from our gathering to where the stole. 

• Invite a volunteer to choose the first stole and read the tag (if  
 they are able) or read it with them. 
• Ask your gathering who they might choose as matching this  
 description of Priest material. 
• The volunteer who chose the stole should take the stole to   
 that person and place it around their neck. 
• Invite another volunteer to choose the second stole and   
 repeat the process. 
• Continue for all 12 stoles. 
• When all of the stoles have been distributed, invite the   
 wearers to stand together in your gathering space. 

Read the text of Hebrews 5:1-10, and identify the matching stole/attribute with the 
content of the text. 

Conclusion

Did you notice that all of the things that made Jesus the best high priest were things 
that ordinary humans share in. 
Hebrews calls Jesus the great High priest who never needs replacing, and who can 
never be destroyed like the temple.
We can trust Jesus. 

But we are also called to be followers of Jesus. So although we are not perfect priests, 
we can pray for one another, understand each other’s weaknesses, deal gently with 
one another, suffer alongside one another, be priestly material for one another, as we 
follow Jesus’ perfect example. 

Song Suggestion: Brother Sister let me serve you. 
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Hebrews 5:1-10

Every high priest chosen from among 
humans is put in charge of things 
pertaining to God on their behalf, 

to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 
He is able to deal gently 

with the ignorant and wayward, 
since he himself 

is subject to weakness; 
and because of this 

he must offer sacrifice for his own sins 
as well as for those of the people.

 
And one does not presume to take this honor, 

but takes it only when called by God, 
just as Aaron was. 

So also Christ did not glorify himself 
in becoming a high priest, 

but was appointed by the one 
who said to him,
“You are my Son,

 today I have begotten you”; 

as he says also in another place,
 “You are a priest forever,
 according to the order of Melchizedek.”

 
In the days of his flesh, 

Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 
with loud cries and tears, 
to the one who was able 
to save him from death,

 and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission. 

Although he was a Son, 
he learned obedience 

through what he suffered; 
and having been made perfect, 

he became the source of eternal salvation
 for all who obey him, 

having been designated by God 
a high priest according to 
the order of Melchizedek.

Attributes on stoles

Are you human?

Can you do things for others as 
well as yourself?

Are you subject to weakness-
es?

Are you able to deal gently with 
people who make mistakes be-
cause you understand no one is 
perfect?

Do you know you need forgive-
ness just like everyone else?

Do you think you’re not really 
priest material?

Don’t like lots of attention?

Are you living in a vulnerable 
human body made of flesh?

Do you pray in need to God for 
yourself and others?

Can you cry and yell out in 
pain?

Do you have to accept the au-
thority of other people some-
times?

Do you suffer?


