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Prayer - Problems
What this is:  Prayer with dramatic introduction

Where it’s used: In any Intergenerational gathering, prayers, early word

What’s needed: 
• 4 presenters, two speaking  (A&B) and two acting (C&D) 
• Leader for prayers 
• Large supply (at least 6 large garbage bags full)  of clothes – the bulkier the 

better. 
• Large wooden cross

Time: 5-10 minutes

Bible focus/theme: Hebrews 5:1-10

Summary: Two people (A & B) hold the following conversation while two other 
people (C & D) mime piling up clothes on the arms of A & B, creating some physical 
comedic expression of the serious struggle of the conversation. Once A & B can’t 
hold any more clothes C&D keep pulling them up around the feet of A & B obviously 
constricting their movement. 
C & D: interject with ‘Oh dear’ and shake their heads compassionately each time the 
word ‘problem’ is said. C & D eventually bring a large wooden cross and place it in 
the pile of clothes. They lie it down flat and pile all of the clothes on top of it. At the 
line ‘His Holiness is greater than them all’ the stand the cross up vertically so that all 
the clothes fall off it. This is followed by a gathered prayertime around the cross. 

by Beth Barnett



A:  (writing on a clipboard doing maths) I’ve got a problem. 

B:  That’s ok I’ve got problem’s too. Everyone has problems

A:  I guess so. But I’ve got a problem with me. 

B:  Sounds familiar. Same here. I’ve got a problem with me too.

A:  Really? 

B:  Yep. And I’ll tell you something else. Same with all of them (pointing to everyone  
 in the gathering with a sweep of the hand)

A:  Really? All of them? 

B:  All of them. Problem. All of us. Problem. You. Me. Them. All human. All have a   
 problem, with ourselves. 

A:  Right. So my problem is that I do wrong things. Think wrong things. Say wrong   
 things. That’s my problem.  I even wear wrong things. I realised the other day as  
 I was putting on my Tshirt 

B:  Oh – did you put on your Tshirt wrong? Like back to front? Inside out? You  
  walked around half the day with the tag showing? That’s not a big problem.   
 Everyone has done that, right. Confession time. Put up your hand if you’ve worn  
 some. Clothing inside out or back to front or odd shoes. 

A:  No – not that kind of wrong. Serious wrong. I realised that someone had suffered  
 and not been paid properly to make my Tshirt. That’s my problem.  I can’t even   
 wear my Tshirt without being wrong…and if I go around naked, that’s wrong too. 

B:   Ok. So far, that’s the same as all of us. 

A:  But wait there’s more: Look I’ve got a list…

B:  (looking at the list) Yep, yep. Yep, yep. All of that. Same problem. Same for me.  
 Same for all of them. 

A:  Seriously? We’ve all got the same problem? But what is anyone doing about it?  
 Because it’s kind of piling up, and getting complicated. 

B:  Yes. Same problem everywhere. Same for me. Same for all of them. But here’s  
 what’s already been done: Jesus came and lived right in the middle of all our   
 problems, shared them – but here’s the difference – though our problems   
 overwhelm us, and though our problems were all so big that they killed Jesus –   

Holiness and Humanness Hebrews 5:1-10 Pentecost 22 Year B Prayer

2



 no problem is greater than Jesus – his humanness takes our problems and   
 wrongs, but his holiness is greater than them all. Jesus gives us the chance to   
 start again, a second chance to make things right. 

A:  Jesus – Humanness and Holiness. His humanness lands him right in the middle  
 of our problems, and his holiness makes a way for a second chance, to sort   
 them out. 

B:  His humanness shows us how in our humanness we can pray for one another –  
  for our problems and our wrongs. 

Leader:  Let’s pray for our world and for ourselves. 

C&D lay the cross back down flat on the ground. 

You are invited to all gather around the cross here. 
In the quietness of prayer, take a piece of clothing as a symbol of 
something, of a problem or wrong you want to make a prayer, and place it 
on the cross. You can say some words to share your prayer if you want to, 
or you can keep it quiet between you and God. 

Leave time for adding clothes and prayers. You may like to have 
prepared some people to pray in this time. 
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