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Heb. 7:23 ¶ Furthermore, the former priests were many in number, because they were 
prevented by death from continuing in office; 
Heb. 7:24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 
Heb. 7:25 Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, 
since he always lives to make intercession for them. 
Heb. 7:26 ¶ For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, 
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 
Heb. 7:27 Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first 
for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered 
himself. 
Heb. 7:28 For the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the 
word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect 
forever.
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Bible – Permanent Representation
What this is:  Bible Engagement 

Where it’s used: In any Intergenerational gathering, Bible Reading; Early word

What’s needed: 
• Whiteboard
• Whiteboard markers in several colours
• Reader
• Volunteer stick-figure drawing champions. 
• Printout of example diagram to inspire stick figure champions.
• (For Option) scrap paper and a few markers in different colours distributed 

among your community in groups of 2,3 or 4.

Time: 5-7 minutes

Bible focus/theme: Hebrews 7:23-28

by Beth Barnett



Introduction

We’re going to read some more from the Book of Hebrews today – and We’re going to 
read about priests. 
And to help us all follow the story plotline I’ll need some volunteers to help draw 
on the whiteboard to represent the people and things we are hearing about. 
Stick figure drawing is what we need – so I’m hoping we’ve got some stick figure 
drawing champions here, who are happy to volunteer, and step up and draw these 
representations. 
Now if you volunteer – and take up this important calling, being a stick figure drawer, 
and representing the plot line gets too much for you, that’s ok. We all have our limits. 
Someone else can take over.

Allow for volunteers to gather ready.

Invite the Reader to begin reading the passage – 
Slowly and expressively.
Pause the reading as marked and invite a volunteer to draw the 
associated part of the diagram (see example below). It may help 
to have a printed copy of the diagram to show the volunteer if 
you aren’t confident about being able to convey the instructions 
verbally. 

However, the diagram doesn’t need to follow the example given 
– creative variations that are in line with the text are welcome. 

(Reader Begins)
Heb. 7:23 Furthermore, the former priests were many in number,  

Near the start of the time line, draw lots of priests

because they were prevented by death

Next along the time line draw the tombstones of all the priests, 
who all eventually died, as humans do.

from continuing in office; 

Draw some timelines for the priests beneath them, making them 
stop at their graves, 

Heb. 7:24 but he holds his priesthood permanently,  

Draw a long  time line (in blue in the example) almost at the top if 
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the board; place arrows on either end to show it keeps going
because he continues forever. 

Draw a long timeline closer to the original line, and place arrows 
on either end (Green line in  sample)

Heb. 7:25 Consequently he is able for all time 

Between the two time lines just drawn in the centre space draw 
a clock face, with four ‘infinity’ symbols in place of the numbers. 
Draw hands showing half past 1. 

to save those who approach God through him, 
since he always lives 

Draw another long timeline just above the lower (green) timeline. 
(Red in example)
Draw lots of vertical lines extending upwards from the time line 
with an arrow head on each (symbolizing all the intercessions/
prayers Jesus makes through all time for us)

to make intercession for them. 
For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest,
 holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the 
heavens. 

Fill the space between the intercessions and the highest (blue) 
time line, with clouds and/or night-sky of stars

Heb. 7:27 Unlike the other high priests,
he has no need to offer sacrifices 
day after day,

Draw a calendar next to the priests’s tombstones. 

 first for his own sins, and then for those of the people;
Place an X in each square of the calendar

 this he did once for all 

Draw a box up on the top time line and fill it with a large number 
1.

when he offered himself. 
Draw a cross filling inside the clock face
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Heb. 7:28 For the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to 
weakness, 

Add some more priests lying down.

but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has 
been made perfect forever.

Draw a stick figure in the centre beneath all the other drawings 
(green in the example); extend his arms out, joining up to make a 
complete undending loop around the whole diagram. 

Option 
- re-read the passage and invite people in your gathering to form pairs or triplets, 
and  take turns to sketch each part of the diagram and  tell each other how the 
drawing matches each phrase. 

Conclusion

We’ve heard how the writer of the book of Hebrews makes a big contrast 
between all of the priests that had made sacrifices and prayers in the 
past - who eventually ran out of energy, died, and had to be replaced - 
compared with the forever life and love and making things right of Jesus.
The people of God in the first century saw, yet again their temple 
destroyed and their comunities scattered. What could they depend upon? 
What remained? What was left?
The Book of Hebrews points to Jesus as the one who remains, forever, 
always representing us, always carrying our prayers. 
Let’s be always reminding one another of Jesus - always loving - always 
praying for one another. 

Follow up Song Suggestion: One Thing Remains ccli #5508444

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_KXsMCJgBQ

2010 ChristaJoy Music Publishing (Admin. by Bethel Music Publishing)
Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Vineyard Music USA)
Bethel Music Publishing
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