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Hebrews 9:11-14

But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation), 
he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and 
calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 
For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, 
sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, 
how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to 
worship the living God!
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Bible - The Real Thing
What this is:  Bible Engagement 

Where it’s used: In any Intergenerational gathering, Bible Reading; Early word

What’s needed: 
• copy of text on screen or print copies distributed among your gathering 
• assortment of craft materials - eg: wooden popsticks; wool/string; fabric scraps, 

plasticene in various colours, stones, cellophane etc. 
• boards to use as working space and display space for models (cutting boards 

or pieces of masonite would work well. You will need as many of these as you 
anticipate people will be involved in model making.)

• Bible text on screen with ‘not made with hands’ responses (see below)
• Sound track of Colin Buchanan ‘Real Hope’. https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=rC3v18JiEiM

Time: 5-10 minutes

Bible focus/theme: Real and Fake; Models and colies Hebrews 9:11-14

by Beth Barnett



Introduction

Have you ever seen one of those ‘Pinterest Fail’ pictures online?
Where there’s picture of something with instructions or a recipe that looks really 
fantastic and inspiring and creative. And then, there’s a second picture of someone’s 
attempt to copy the example, and it hasn’t worked out. 
One is perfection! One is a copy. 

We have been reading parts of the book of Hebrews together and following the way 
that Jesus is both fully human and fully God. 

We’ve seen already that this is no half and half mixture in Jesus, but that Jesus shows 
us what being a human is really about, as well as helping us understand what God is 
really about too. Jesus is the real thing. When it comes to knowing God - Jesus is the 
real thing. When it comes to dealing with sin - Jesus is the real thing. When it comes to 
understanding ourselves, Jesus is the real thing.

And in our text today the writer of Hebrews focuses on the things that Jesus does for 
real. It describes things that Jesus does for real, and then the hand-made/human made 
copies of these things. 

So I’m looking for some volunteers to make some hand made models of some of these 
things from Hebrews. There’s a supply of general materials here - wood and stone and 
string and clay to use. 

First of all, I’m looking for someone, or maybe a ittle team of two or three people could 
work together to make a model tent. 

And we  also need someone (or a team) who can make a model of a cow.

And  also a model of a goat.

And a model of things that can help us worship. 

Depending on the dynamics of your group, you may have (almost) 
everyone involved in making models, or just a smaller bunch of creators 
as others watch on. If there is only a small group of ‘hands on’ builders, 
take the opportunity to draw a parallel with the role of priests in the Bible - 
a smaller group of ordinary people who did creative and expressive things 
to help God’s people worship.

As the models are being made, continue speaking:
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Let’s read our passage for the first time now, while our model makers are at work with 
their hands. 

Read slowly and expressively, noting the poetic phrasing.

But when Christ came 

as a high priest 

of the good things that have come, 

then through the greater and perfect tent 

(not made with hands, 

that is, not of this creation), 

he entered once for all

 into the Holy Place, 

not with the blood of goats and calves, 

but with his own blood, 

thus obtaining eternal redemption. 

For if the blood of goats and bulls, 

with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer,

sanctifies those who have been defiled 

so that their flesh is purified, 

how much more will the blood of Christ, 

who through the eternal Spirit 

offered himself without blemish to God, 

purify our conscience 

from dead works 

to worship the living God!
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I wonder if all of that made sense to us?

Did you follow what it was about? What did you picture in your mind as you heard the 
words? What picture has stuck in your mind?

Take some suggestions, welcoming and affirming each one. 

Our crafters and builders and creators have been working away with their hands to make 
some models of the things in the bible reading. 
The reading talks about all the things that the ancient Hebrews made with their hands to 
help them worship God.

A tent - a place to show that God was with them.

Animals  - showing God was the God of all living things, that God is about life

Fireplace - where things were burned to show God can destroy what is evil completely, 
just like fire can.

The ancient Hebrews made these things with their hands, like our artists have today - but 
they were copies of things that were real. 

God is really with us, but not just in a tent. 
God can really deal with our sin, but not just in a bonfire. 
God is the God of all living things, but not just cows and goats. 

We are going to read this part of the Bible again, but with a chance for everyone to join in 
the response ‘not made with hands’.

But when Christ came 

as a high priest 

of the good things that have come, 

not made with hands

then through the greater and perfect tent 

not made with hands

(not made with hands, 

that is, not of this creation), 

he entered once for all
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 into the Holy Place, 

not made with hands

not with the blood of goats and calves, 

but with his own blood, 

not made with hands

thus obtaining eternal redemption. 

For if the blood of goats and bulls, 

with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer,

sanctifies those who have been defiled 

so that their flesh is purified, 

how much more will the blood of Christ, 

not made with hands

who through the eternal Spirit 

not made with hands

offered himself without blemish to God, 

purify our conscience 

from dead works 

to worship the living God!

not made with hands.

Reflection

Give some time for people to reflect on the passage, move around the space and look 
at the models that have been  made, while listening to the song ‘Real Hope’  
(Colin Buchanan). This song focuses on the word ‘Real’ - Real Birth, Real Hope, Real 
Sin, Real Life, Real Fears, Real Mercy, Real Tears.
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