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Introduction
Are you a starter or a finisher? 

Do you love starting things, but lose interest before finishing?

Or do you love seeing something through to completion?

Are you the kind of person who jumps in to finish someone’s....?
(leave a space and wait for people to finish your sentence)
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Prayer: Finishing Prayers 
What this is:  Prayer 

Where it’s used: In any Intergenerational gathering, Early Word; Prayes

What’s needed: 
• posters of ‘unfinished’ images of  the world, of people in community, of refugee 

camps, of fields of crops etc... Laminate these if possible. 
• Posters of ‘Mr. Squiggle’ doodles. 
• Markers
• unfinished lego construction
• post it notes
• Music (soundtrack or played live by your musicians for ‘Bring Heaven to Earth’  

(we are Blessed) by Andy Flanagan. https://andyflan.com/songs/organic-wor-
ship/

Time: 3 minutes

Bible focus/theme: Hebrews 9:11-14

by Beth Barnett



In the United Nations building, in the Economic and Social Council chamber, the 
architect, Sven Markelius, deliberately designed that part of the building to be 
unfinished. The ceiling is left open and you can see the pipes and wiring and frames 
and girders. The architect wanted this to be a reminder to the world officials that meet 
in the building that the work of peace and justice isn’t finished. 

In the Bible reading from Hebrews today, we heard how Jesus is a finisher, a completer.

That Jesus completes the things that we can’t finish by ourselves. He has finished the 
work of making peace for us with God. 

In our prayers today, we are going to pray about the things that aren’t finished in the 
world.  

The work of peace between people isn’t finished yet. The work of justice isn’t finished 
yet. 

Around our space are several posters of ‘unfinishedness’; pictures of situations in the 
world that have unfinished justice. Problems that haven’t been resolved yet. 

You are invited to write prayers for these places, or to draw on the posters ways that 
you are asking God to finish bringing peace and wholeness to that situation. Or to write 
something on a post it note. Whatever ways you can find to hold these places, and 
other places like them with God will be a good prayer well prayed today. 
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There are some other posters that have the beginnings of something - a bit like a 
Mr. Squiggle sketch. Use these to pray by adding your own squiggles to make it into 
something that you hope to see in the world. Shelter and safety for those who are 
vulnerable. New ways of livng for those trapped in anger and violence. 
Ideas for sharing our resources. Ways to govern our country that don’t depend on 
politiciians being popular. 

          (Sample squiggles)

As we take time to pray with these pictures and ideas, the song ‘Bring Heaven to Earth’ 
will play, with the words displayed. Perhaps you have your own situations and places in 
mind - and you would prefer to sit where you are and make  some of the phrases from  
the song your prayer today. 

Or you might choose some of the phrases in the song to add to the posters and 
squiggle sketches. 

However you choose, let’s pray for the work of peace and reconciliation and justice and 
wholeness to be finished in the world and for God to make us a part of that work too. 
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Bring Heaven To Earth (We are Blessed) Lyrics

Bring heaven to earth, Lord
Bring peace where there’s fear
Bring life where there’s death, Lord
Bring joy in these tears
Bring love where there’s lust, Lord
Bring hope where there’s pain
Bring rest where there’s chaos
Bring faith where there’s fame
You invite us to partner with you
To see your kingdom come

We are blessed, to bless a world in pieces
We are loved, to love where love is not
We are changed, to be the change you promised
We are freed, to be your hands, O God

Bring home to the homeless
Bring keys to the chained
Bring worth to the purchased
And touch to the shamed
Bring flesh from your word, Lord
Bring truth where there’s spin
Bring risk where’s there safety
And grace where there’s sin
In the broken, we shall see restored
The image of our King

We are blessed…

Lord we cry out to you
Change the atmosphere
Breathe new life in all who gather here

We are blessed…

Bring justice to profit
Bring patience to growth
Bring wisdom to progress
Plant trees on this road
Bring freedom from debt, Lord
An end to excess
Bring closer your kingdom
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