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Hello! How are you going? Welcome to this edition of Messy Church at Home!  Who would have 

thought we would still be in this pandemic situation almost at the end of 2020? Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to those who are experiencing lock-downs, community isolation, and who aren’t well. 
 
Our theme this month is ‘look forward’ – it seems appropriate for this time of year not only because it is 
getting towards the end of the year, but also in our wider communities we long for and look forward to 
the end of the pandemic. This week I spoke with a grade 12 student who was having her school formal 
this week. She told me that the formal should have been in June, at a fancy venue in the city, but now 
the formal was in the local school hall and the teachers were catering! She said that though things are 
different, she feels so happy to be able to have a formal and the school hall will be excellent. She 
expressed her gratitude to the teachers and everyone who is making it happen. She was so excited and 
was looking forward to the formal so much.  Maybe you have a sister, cousin or family member like this? 
 
So what are you looking forward to? The end of school, Christmas, seeing friends and family, seeing 
grandparents, getting out of the house, no COVID cases, holidays, presents, going to the beach… 
 
In the Bible there are a number of times where prophets, or writers told people to look forward to the 
coming of a very special person. Isaiah 9:6-7 records that we can look forward to the good news that “a 
child is born” – a Messiah. In Luke 1:39-45 we hear the story of when Mary was pregnant and visited her 
cousin Elizabeth who recognized that Mary’s baby would be the Messiah. Over many generations people 
looked forward to a Messiah. We now look forward to Jesus being with us every day - no matter what 
happens Jesus is with us. That’s an amazing gift. 
 
We hope you enjoy this Messy Church at home  
God bless 
The Messy Church Team 
 

Getting ready for Messy Church at Home: 
Create a worship center. This is a good way to focus your family/ household’s 
member’s attention and prepare for a space and time for worship – Messy 
Church style. Choose a place for your worship center. It could be on the dining 
room table, or in another special place in your home. If you have a free 
standing cross or if you have made a cross, place that in the center of the 
space. Cut out of paper large road sign shapes and place them around the 
cross.  Invite your family/household to write or draw things that they are 
looking forward too. If you have an electric candle place that on near the cross 
and turn it on.   
As you light the candle say together: 

“We light this candle to remind us that Jesus is the light of the world!” 
 
Then use our Messy Church at Home greeting and say to each other “welcome to Messy Church, we 
are glad you are here”.   
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Read the story from the Bible – Isiah 9:6-7 

You can also watch the story on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEpSXxL4Nn4 
 

Talk about:  What do you think about when you hear the Bible story?  

What does it tell you about God?  
 

Just a thought: The words of Isaiah are very inspiring. Imagine hearing these words for the 

first time, and hearing the hope that Isaiah wanted the people to have and the promise of a future. 
Isaiah spoke these words when when the Isralites were in a bad situation in Jerusalem. They were 
afraid of others attacking them. The King at the time asked the prophet Isaiah for an assurance 
that God is with them, and Isaiah spoke of a baby born to a young woman who will bring peace 
and hope in their darkness. It might seem a strange answer – a baby coming when the king wanted 
a strong army.  Years later when Jesus was born the people would have remembered these words, 
and how Jesus, the coming Messiah, is refered to as “Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”. When Jesus was born, the Israelites were living under Roman 
rule hoping for a bright future, and once again today God’s gift of Jesus brings us hope. Because of 
these words of Isaiah, we can also help us to look forward in hope. That Jesus is the one who can 
bring peace and hope to our world. That is something to look forward to! 
 

Prayer Activity: Isaiah uses some beautiful words to describe the  

coming Messiah.  Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
Write the words vertically down the page and  
invite people to add a word starting with the letter as  
a prayer. The prayers written in this way do not need to  
make a sentence.  
Pray together the prayer you have written with person  
saying the words out loud. After each prayer say ‘Amen’. 
 
     
 
 

What do you know about the prophet Isaiah? 

What kind of person was he? When and where did he live? 

Who did he work for? What was his job?  Let’s find out! 

You can Google ‘Who was Isaiah in the Bible?’ or have a look 

at the beginning of the Book of Isaiah – in some translations 

there is a short bibliography about the person the book is 

about. You can also look up Isaiah in a Bible dictionary.  You 

might like to ask different people to find out different things 

about Isaiah and report back to others. 

 

 

Play some music 

or sing a            

song about                

peace &hope.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEpSXxL4Nn4
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                          Look Forward Compass Game 
Have you ever used a compass? For this game you’ll need to know  
how to use a compass, but you will also need to look forward to 
where you are heading.  
 

Knowing how to read a compass is a great skill to have.  Not only will 
it help you find your way in the bush, but learning compass skills are 
a great way for people of all ages to develop abstract reasoning and 
the ability to visualize when problem solving. And it’s lots of fun to 
do together! 

If you haven’t used a compass before, take time to learn how it works.  
 

To play the game -  You will need:  

 One compass for each team or individual (you can download  
one to your phone or use a manual compass) 

 Paper and pen to write a direction sheet 

 Prizes or markers 

 A space to play e.g. your back yard or local park  
 

What to do:  
1. Set up a course 
Have someone set a course working out bearings and steps 
or distance. Do this before everyone gets to the course space  
(back yard or park) so that they don’t see any clues. 
2. Write a direction sheet. 
3. At each point set out prizes or markers for individuals or 
teams to collect. This will show that they made each point.  
4. Work out teams.  
5. Begin at the starting point. Send teams out at different times. 
 
6. Enjoy!  
   
 

 
 

 

Talk About:  Who helps you to find your way? Who helps you to  

look ahead and gives you wise advice?  

Direction Sheet Example 
Please collect the markers at each point. 
1. Take a bearing of 180 degrees, then take 20 steps in that direction. 
2. Take a bearing of 45 degrees, then take 28 steps in that direction. 
3. Take a bearing of 315 degrees, then take 28 steps in that direction. 
4. Take a bearing of 225 degrees, then take 28 steps in that direction. 
5. Take a bearing of 90 degrees, then take 28 steps in that direction 
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                                          Look Forward  
 
                             At Christmas everyone looks forward to presents. But every year many children  
                             across the world do not have gifts to look forward to. Since 1970, Operation  
                             Christmas Child has been delivering thousands of Christmas boxes to children.  
Your                     Families or households are invited to be part of Operation Christmas Child and to 
put a box together for a child for Christmas. All the information about what to do and  
what to put in the box is on Operation Christmas Child web site, but you 
will have to act quickly to get the boxes to the distribution points ASAP by  
early November. If you are unable to participate in Operation Christmas  
Child, consider contributing children’s Christmas presents to your local  
Community Centre for distribution. Your church may already be doing that. 
 

What is Operation Christmas Child? 
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an International relief organization. 
Participating in the project is a hands-on way for your family or household to bless children in need 
across the world by filling shoeboxes with toys, hygiene items, school supplies, and fun gifts. 
Operation Christmas child collects the boxes and distributes them in the name of Jesus Christ to 
children affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine, and disease. These gifts are given 
without condition and without regard to the race, creed, gender, religion, or ethnicity of the 
beneficiaries. 
 

Explore the link below for resources to help you, your family, group, schools or church to pack 
shoeboxes and touch the lives of children and families around the world, bringing hope through the 
Good News of Jesus Christ in the form a simple gift. 
https://samaritanspurse.org.au/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/ 

    

 
Operation Christmas Child pictures used in this resource are used with permission 

 

Talk about: What do you look forward to by helping other? 

 How does following Jesus help you to care for others? 
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Make a treat for someone to look forward to. You might choose a family favourite to make. Make it 
as a surprise so your family/household can look forward to what it might be. 
One of our favourite and easy recipes is Anzac Biscuits. But to make it special, drizzle chocolate on 

top. Yum! We hope you enjoy making these  

Choc Top Chewy Anzac Biscuits  
You will need: 1 cup rolled oats 
  1 cup plain flour or gluten free flour 
  2/3 cup brown sugar 
  2/3 cup desiccated coconut 
  125 g butter or equivalent 
  2 table spoon golden syrup 
  1 table spoon water 
  ½ teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 

200g chocolate (any kind) 
Method: 
1. Line a baking tray with baking paper and set aside  
     ready for later. Pre-heat oven to 175C. 
2. In a large bowl add rolled oats, plain flour, and brown sugar and mix together. 
3. Melt the butter in a saucepan, then add golden syrup and water.  
4. Stir the bicarbonate of soda into the liquid mixture. 
5. Add the liquid to the dry ingredients and mix thoroughly. 
6. Place walnut-sized balls of mixture on a greased tray. 
7. Bake at 175C for 15-20 minutes. 
8. Cool biscuits and drizzle with melted chocolate. 

Talk about: If you were to make a surprise biscuit or cake for Jesus, what would it be? 
 

 

 

 

BEING THANKFUL OFFERING 
One way that Christians respond to God’s goodness, is to give 

a regular offering to the church. The church uses this offering 

to support the ministry of the church and support local 

mission. Part of the offerings also go to the wider work of the 

church within Australia and in overseas mission. Offerings are 

not compulsory or a requirement of belonging to the church. 

Offerings are entirely your response. You are invited to give an 

offering to your local church through direct debit or cash. Your 

local minister or Messy Church Team will be able to advise you 

and give you information. 

Here’s   

 A challenge! 

Try creating your 

own variation on 

the Anzac Biscuit. 

Send the Messy Church 

team a photo! 
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Usually Messy Church finishes with a meal together. At Messy Church, the hospitality 
offered reflects the welcome and hospitality that God offers us as members of God’s 
family.   
What meal do your family/household look forward to? How do you choose? A desert? 
A main meal? A snack? Take-away? Invite family/household members to write on a 
piece of paper the meal that they would look forward to most and put in a mixing bowl 
(or similar). Ask the youngest to draw out one piece of paper then prepare a meal 
together with that food suggestion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look Forward…… Something to consider….. With end of year celebrations 

approaching, consider how you can share one of the celebrations with others not so 
fortunate. It might even be to share Christmas lunch with someone you know will be 
by themselves at Christmas. Local Community Centers, Refugee organisations and 
churches would be able to advise you. Start planning now! 
 

 
As you finish Messy Church at Home here is a  
blessing to say together. 
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  
(Hold out your hands as if expecting a present)  
And the love of God (Put your hands on your heart) 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (Hold hands)  
Amen (raise arms) 
 

This resource is compiled from various 

sources by  

Rev Beth Nicholls -  

Email: bethnicholls@bigpond.com 

October 2020 

All photos (except where acknowledged) 

are Beth’s photos and copyright free 

 

 

Say Grace Together 
(Sing to the tune of Rock Around the Clock) 
 

God is great! God is good! 
And we thank you for our food 
We’re gonna to thank you morning 
noon and night, 
We gonna thank you cause you out 
of sight. 
Amen, amen, amen, amen, amen 

amen! Photo: food complation from free stock food photography 
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