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Many young people and adults must shortly make the decision
about union; many of these same people will have to put the
decision into practice. The purpose of these discussions is to
discover how. under God, it will be possible for the Congregational.
Methodist and Presbyterian churches to form a visible union. The
effect of these discussions. whatever their final outcome. will be to
renew the life of all who take part in them by creating a deeper
understanding of the nature of the Gospel. the Faith and the Chur~h.

(Dr. Vlsser't Hooft.)

.. We will never make real progress towards unity if our church members
are luke-warm or only vaguely interested in it and leave these difficult
questions to bishops and moderators. We need a real ground-swellof
passionate conviction that the churches are called to demonstrate in a
divided world that Christ overcomes all human division and gathers His
people into one from the ends of the earth."

.. Theologians and moderators and bishops will meet in vain so long as
ordinary Christians do not care whether they meet or not, and probably do
not even know that they have met," .

(John Lawrence, a layman.)

Exciting and demanding moves are afoot among the churches
in Australia. The reasons are many and complex. but they are a
part of a world-wide movement which is a response to the unique
challenge of the twentieth century. Church union is being debated,
or is an accomplished fact, in many countries both East and West.
For this, we can give thanks to God.

However, let us be very clear that the" moving of the Spirit"
is hindered where men are apathetic or ignorant or complacent.
Union will only become a reality in Australia as the result of a
responsible vote cast in the near future by concerned and informed
Christians.

WHY THESE STUDIES ARE IMPORTANT
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• time for amendment of life:

• the goodness of God:

• the cal] to repentance :

• awareness ofthe message : Study I "The Church's Faith ",
and
Study 2 "The Church's Life" ;
we acknowledge the given char
acter of the Chu rch's Faith and
Life
Study 3 "A Call to Repentance";
we acknowledge our failure as
churches to bear witness to this
Faith in all its fullness
Study 4 "Thanks be to God ":
we acknowledge that in spite of
our sIns God has blessed and
preserved His Church by His
Word
Study 5 "To Fulfilthe Mission";
we undertake together, God
helping us, to 'enter more fully
into the Church's FaIth

• Study 6 outlines some of the more controversial issues in
the' Report. It should be studied in the perspective of the
material which precedes it. '

i
I
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These Studies
It is impossible to cover all the material in The Report in these

studies. Therefore, the first five studies focus on the basic issues,
on what the reports call the" fourfold rhythm of the Gospel" :-

- .. The way into union is by the rhythm of the Gospel:
• awareness of the message,
• of the call to repentance,
• of the goodness of God, and
• of time for amendment of life."

- This rhythm is essential to union, and so the studies have been
planned as follows :-,-

The Aldersgate Press edition: (A) R.1'T.
The Board of Christian Education of the Presbyterian

Chu rch of Australia: (B) P.II.
As frequent reference to The Report IS essential during the

.course of these studies, it is recommended that each person should
have their own copy.
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The Study Documents_
The Joint Commission has made two reports to the churches

I. ccThe Faith of the Church." This report Is available from
the Joint Board of Graded Lessons. -

-2. cc The Church-Its "'ature, _Function and Ordering,
together with the Proposed Basis of Union", here
after in these studies referred to as The Report. Two
editions of this document have been published; through
out these studies alternative page references will be given
for each of these editions, as follows-

4

Using approach (b), a Joint Commission on Church Union in
our own country has prepared a Basis of Union which is not depen
dent on expediency or on human initiative alone; the basis is
Jesus Christ. The Report emphasises that a union of negotiating
churches should take place where men believe that together they
have been granted- a richer understanding of the Gospel than they
would hold if they remained separate. - The Report seeks a church
which is uniting rather than united, because the process is seen as
continuous and not completed. The point is illustrated in the
present discussions by the suggested name of "The Uniting
Church in Australia ".

There are two main ways in which churches can unite:
(a) Amalgamation: Two or more churches which have a

history and an ongoing life which expresses itself in similar
forms of government, statements of faith, and forms of
worship, may decide to unite their efforts for mutual
benefit, Compromise is often the result. --

(b) A more fundamental approach is for the churches who
are involved in Church Union negotiations to ask .. Do
we really want One Church, the Church of Jesus Christ ",
and .. What is God's will for us now?". This is very
different to asking .. What is the least troublesome way
to bring the churches together? ". -

The material on which these studies are based was
originally prepared for use at a combined Congregational,
Methodist and Presbyterian Summer Conference for young
people. The studies have now been re-edited for use by
local groups. The publishers wish to thank the many people
who have contributed their time and their ability to the
preparation of this material.

AN INTRODUCTION TO THESE STUDIES

f- _
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This ,Message brings hope to the Uhuman dilemma", a
dilemma which is expressed in many ways •••••

• .. I am constantly aware of the inconsistencies in life, espeCially in my
own. We try to impress our parents, fellow churchmen and teachers
with the false idea that we are quite virtuous~. Then. when we are out

, with the crowd we throw off our mask of righteousness and do and say
the vert· things we profess to be evil."

• .. I feel I'm two different people. and I'm at war ~ithin myself •••. some
. times I feel helpless· and hopeless."

• .. I hate you l " shouts a girl bitterly at her mother. A stinging slap
across the girl's face is the instant response. There Is a lingering.
empty silence. Both ache to recall the moment, but neither can admit
the need. Stalemate. .

The Message as preached by the apostles

• Read Philippians 2 : 5-11. What does it mean to
say that Christ was both human and divine?
What does this passage say to us about Christ,
then and now?

• What is the heart of the message as proclaimed by
the Apostles in such passages as: Acts 2 : 22-24,
36; Romans I : 1-4; 2 Timothy I : 8-10 ?

• What do the words "given character" mean ?
Given by whom? To whom? Why is this
important?

• Before we can talk about" the Faith ", we need to
know exactly what that faith Is, at its most basic
level ....•..

.. We are being led to acknowledge anew the
given character of the Church's Faith;"
God has given to men a faith " . • . .. a faith
which has been delivered to the Saints, a message
and a fellowship, a Gospel and a Church of
God's making and not of ours ".

(The Report: (A) P.76 ; (B) PAD.)

There is a faith, a faith which has survived
despite the persecution, heresy, apathy and
corruption of the past and the present. The
lathe of time has not touched the central mes
sage-the message once delivered to the Saints,
and delivered now to us.

THE CHURCH'S FAITH

To begin:

1

6

Notes for Group Leaders

• Please note that these studies use a capital" C " for Church
when referring to the whole catholic Church. and a small "c"
when referring to denominations or local congregations.

• Although six studies are provided, they may be condensed
for briefer use; however, a warning is sounded against attempting
to deal with the actual Basis of Union without a thorough con
sideration of its supporting documents.

• Study procedures will vary with individual circumstances.
but the, following is one suggested method : .

• Small group arrangement with a maximum of seven per
group, each group with a leader who has prepared in
advance

• Allow five minutes for reading the material for discussion.
<It is hoped that some prior preparation has been
undertaken by members; in any case five minutes of
thoughtful reflection would be helpful}. It is essential
that each person have a copy of the study for themselves

• Follow the pattern of the studies as far as possible. You
will need at least one hour per study. If you find this
Impossible, certain questions will have to be omitted.
This should be done during leaders' preparation
sessions. The following is a guide :-
Study I - all questions important
Study 2 - all questions important
Study 3 - omit question and Illustration on moon

light; if necessary. omit section on
.. Diversity and Division"

Study 4 - omit question on handling opposing
. points of view
Study 5 - all questions important
Study 6 - select those parts of major concern to

your group members
• If particular issues are raised that need greater know

ledge than the group or leader possess, the leader
should undertake to find the relevant facts for the
group. It is vital that discussions be based on
accuracy and leaders should not hesitate to say .. I .
don't know, but I'll find out". Consult your Minister
for assistance

• Iimay be helpful to keep a week by week record of your
discussions, in case members wish to refer back

~ ...
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I. GENESIS I: 26. 2. GENESIS3: 13. 3. ROMANS 5: 18·19. 4. I CORINTHIANS IS::22.
5. PHII.lPPIANS2: 8. 6. ROMANS 12: 1-2. 7. ROMANS 6: 29. 8. I JOHN 3: 2.

For further reflection:
This series of studies is designed to consider the .. Proposed

Basts of Union ", Why then begin wtth a discussion on
.. The Church's Faith ?"

• Could you now describe the human dilemma in
your own words-and describe also its effect?

How does the message on the previous page" bring
hope to the human dilemma" ? How may a
person share in this hope ?

• Now closely compare the biblical picture as set
out above with the statement of faith set out in
the" Confessing Act "-

.. We confess one Lord Jesus Christ; the only begotten
Son of God, through whom and to whom are all
things. Conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, being both truly God and truly man,
He ministered to men, was crUcified, dead and buried.
He was raised from the dead, being seen by many
witnesses, and ascended to the Father .... This same
Lord Jesus is our Saviour. Our true life is in
Him, and we look for His glorious appearing when
we shall see Him as He Is ",

(The Report: (A) P.88-89; (B) PA8.)

• Clarify your discussions up to thts point by making
sure that you are dear what is meant by .. The

, Church's Faith ".

.. Beloved, we are God's children now; It does not yet appear what we shall
be, but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall
see him as he js." 8

.. I appeal to you therefore. brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice. holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by
the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is the will of God. what
is good and acceptable and perfect." • • • .6

.. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the first-born among many
brethren." ••. .1

.. For as in Adam all die. so a/so in Christ sholl all be made alive." •••• 4

.. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient
unto death, even death on a cross." •••. •

I
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.. Then God said•• Let us make man in our image. after our likeness; and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the
air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creeps upon the earth." ••.. 1

.. Then the Lord Godsaid to the woman, • What is this that you have done ? '
The woman said, • The serpent beguiled me, and I ate 1

.. Then as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one man's act
of righteousness leads to acquittal and life for 0/1 men. For as by one
man's disobedience many were made sinners; so by one man's obedience
, many will be made righteous." .••. 8

We find that the human situation is set forth in the Bible as
A MOVING PICTURE:

Charles M.Schul>:cartoon.
Copyright 1961.by Warner Pre••• Inc:

.. I wonder if there's such a thing as a
spiritual dentist? I think my whole

personality is full of cavities ! ..

Ii

II
Ii
Ii
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... I feel that when God looks on me and sees a person not yet very old and
not very wise, I see that He has put me on my own. God is disappointed
in me, who is not very good .•.. not able to break through or around
his shell. I need a lot of forgiveness and God sees someone who is
horribly uncertain of everything and terribly confused."

(from a youth writing on the topic" When'God
Looks Down What DoesHe See in Me ".)

• " . '.•. my own behaviour baffles me. For I find myself not doing what I
really want to do but doing what I rea/ly loathe .•.. J often find that I
have the will to do good, but not the power ••.. this is in continual
conflict with my conscious attitude, and makes me an unwilling prisoner
to the law of sin and death •.•.. It is an agonising situation, and who
on earth can set me free from the clutches of my own sinful nature ? ..

(St. Paul.)

~'

I



Revival!
In the" Confessing Act" we find ....

.. yVe confess one holy, catholic, and apostoliC Church,
the fellowship of believers, of all the ages, In heaven
and on earth. The life of the Church is rooted in God
who, brought it into being, who continually revives it
by His living Word, and who dwells In It by His Spirit:
it exists to worship and serve Him and to ful(ll in every
generation the mission of preaching, teaching and
baptising all nations. Into this living Body men and
women are incorporated by Baptism and are nourished
by Holy Communion."

(The Report: \ (A) P.S9; (8) PAS.)

• The above quotation contains at least ten statements
about the nature of the Church. List these; in
practical terms what obligations do each of
these statements throw on the local congregation?

II

.. Don't bother me ..• l'rn looking for ,a verse of scripture
to back up one of my preconceived notions! ;,

Charles M.Schulz cartoon.
Copyright 1964,by Warner Press, Inc.

"

• To be fair, you should now ask yourself the followlng
questions: How much does the Biblical teaching
we studied earlier have to do with your choice ?
Which passages support your view? Do other
members interpret them in the same way? In
what way was your choice influenced by other
factors such as denominational bias, pre-conceived
ideas, the opinions of others"?

::
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• What do each of these II pictures" of the Church
tell us about the nature of the relationship of Christ
to His followers? '

• St. 'Paul speaks of .. members of the B,ody" and
St. John's Gospel mentions .. branches of the
vlne ", Someone has' suggested that these give
support to the existence of denominational
dlvlsions. What do you think about this? '

10

The Church dynamic-various images:

THE PILGRIM PEOPLE OF GOD-Hebrews 2 : 10; I Peter
2 : 9-1'1 ; Titus 2 : 11-14; The Report: (A) P.IS; (B) P.IO

, THE V~NE AND BRANCHES~John 15; The Report: (A)
P.IS, (B) P.IO "

THE TEMPLE OF GOD-Compare Mark 14 : 58 and John 2 : 19
with Ephesians 2 : 19-22

THE BODY OF CHRIST-Romans 12; I Corinthians 12 : 27 ;
Ephesians I : ,23; 4 : 12; 5 : 30; Colossians I- : 18-24'
The Report: (A) P.14; (B) P.8' '

.. We are being led to acknowledge anew the
given character of the Church's life".

.. God has given to men, in Scripture, in the
teaching, worship and ordered fellowship of the
Church means whereby He draws men to Himself.
Into this heritage of faith and worship and witness
we wish to enter, concerned that nothing which
God has said to the Church in the past should be

, lost to the Church of our day . . • . . Into this
heritage, catholic and reformed, we would enter
anew."

(The Report: (A) P.75 P.76; (S) PAO.)

The Church finds its true life in Jesus Christ
in an intimate, dynamic relationship with Him.
The New Testament view is that the Church
throbs with life: Christ and His People are
one. Consider the evidence for yourselves-

l
1
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2 THE CHURCH'S LIFE

I,
11



Is the Church perfect ?
• "All branches of the Church are subject to grievous mix-

. ture and error. None is pure." (J. S. Whale.) Agree
or disagree? Do the various images of the Church as
outlined in the previous study indicate that the Church
has" arrived ", is .. complete ", is .. perfect"? If not,
what do they tell us on this point ?

When you watch moonlight on the ocean it appears to be
coming in a path straight towards you, and the rest of the ocean
appears to be in darkness. Other people looking at the moon
from different positions see the light coming straight towards them,
while you are in darkness.

• Consider the above illustration In relation to our limitations
· as churches. Does it have anything to say?

13

" We are being led to acknowledge our failure as
churches to bear witness to the Faith and Fellow
ship in their fullness."

" We come into union • . • . confessing to God
and one another the partial character of our
vision; the poverty of our worship, the weakness
of our fellowship. There is .0 given message but
we have not spoken of it as we ought. There is a
given fellowship, a Catholic Church, but our
representation of her has been fragmentary and
faulty. 1/1particular, on the one hand, we have
been weak in the faith because divided in the
fellowship. on the other we have been divided
because we are weak in the f(llth."

(The Report: (A) P.7S; (B) PAO.)

Repentance means both acknowledging. sin and
doing something about it. Just saying" sorry"
is not enough. Repentance means changing
habits, attitudes, and ways of life-wherever
necessary-in order to live faithfully under God.
Repentance means change.

A CALL TO REPENTANCE3

12

Charles M. Schulz cartoon.
Copyright 1964,by Warner Pre .. , Inc.

.. And so, to conclude my report on the beliefs. of four hundred
different denominations, i can only say that in my opinion some

body has goofed !"

~r
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.' • In our own community, what are the possible
benefits of union in-

new housi ng areas
. sparsely populated areas
densely populated inner suburbs

IS

Are these examples a further case for repentance Read
John I : 8-10.

Unity can be a means of renewal, whereas continued disunity
results in confusion and apathy. Consider these two examples:

• A United ~ations mission has strongly criticised the Christian
churches In Papuaand New Guinea becauseover 30separate
missionary societies were operating in the area and causing
acute confusionamong the natives.

• The leader of the' untouchables' In India renounced the caste
· system, He likewise urged his 60 million fellow untouch

ables to renounce the Hinduism that had been responsible
for the caste system. But Christianity had no appeal to the
untouchables as a possible alternative to Hindusim. .. We
are united in Hinduism OJ, they said, .. and we shall become
divided in Christianity". .

. :,.)'
"~, .

Wherever we look-at ourselves, .at our local churches, at
our denominations, at the wider church-we see sin, failure, a
lack of faith and a disruption of the witness' of the Church to the
world.

Pharisees-and tax-gatherers

Read Luke 18 : 10-14. "If we come to the negotiations for
union as self-righteous Pharisees and not as penitent sinners, we
should not come at all."

• Draw out the meaning of this statement in the
light of the Bible reference.

• Is repentance really necessary before our churches
can unite? Why does the report place so much
stress on it ?

• In what ways are young people involved in this
.. repentance" ?

.J.','.'

..

<

• Where do your convictions lie? Which of these
hopes and fears are justifiable ?

• some. fear that a particular union will delay -a: wider union; others
hope that such a union will give the uniting churches a wider and
deeper Christian life than that of other churches, and so be a step
to wider union

14

Some of the fears and hopes that the thought of unity arouses :-

• some people fear uniformity of teaching, organizatlon and ways of
worship; others hope that unity will bring a fruitful diversity

• some fear that ~nity will mean a dull and lifeless uniformity; others
hope that the sharing of our experiences will bring renewal

• some fear that essential truth may be compromised; others hope
that in unity we may be led into a greater understanding of truth

• some fear that a nation-wide church unity w.iII foster nationaltsm ;
others hope that unity will enable the church to fulfil more falth-'
fully Its calling within the life of the nation

• some. fear that unity will increase the burden and power of central
, .. , . organization; others hope that unity may give us more adequate

means to fulfil neglected parts of the Church's mission

• Read the following material adapted from the New
Delhi Study Book:

• Why are so many Christians content to tolerate
continued division and disunity?

• "There can be ample diversity within a uniting
church ". Discuss. .

(New Delhi w.c.c. Assembly Study Book.)

"The Church proclaims a gospel of reconciliation but acts
a lie against it. We are summoned to repent, to be reconciled in
our own life, to re-order our church life, so that the world can see
that the Church lives what it preaches because men and women
are being built up together into one fellowship. Division in the
Church contradicts its own nature, distorts its witness and frus
trates its mission."

... There is diversity . . . . which is good because it reflects
both the diversities of gifts of the Spirit in the one body and diver
sities of creation by the one Creator. But when diversity dlsrupts :
the manifest unity of the body, then it changes its quality and
becomes sinful division. It is sinful because it obscures from men
the sufficiency of Christ's atonement .... the gospel of recon
cillatlon is denied in the very lives of those who proclaim it,"

Diversity and Division



17

Return to the two statements which were made at the begin
ning of this study and read them again.

• If it is true that God has blessed and preserved His
Church in spite of our sln, why then bother with
church union negotiatlons at all l .See Romans.
6 : 1-2.

t t.
i

• How would you handle these points of view if they
were expressed to you ?

• At a practical level, how may young people convey
concern about Church union without giving an
impression of Indifference to what has happened
in the past?

If You can't expect a group of unitingchurches to retain in every
detail the form and spirit and traditions of each."

" But in the past our forefathers fought and died for what our
church believes and the way it does things. We can't corn
promise."

Fo a great many people, the decision about Church Union
will be made on the basis of what might be lost in the process;
such decisions at the time of voting will by no means be rare. Here
are two contrasting points of view, both of which are Sincerely
held and sincerely believed:

• the past?
• the present ?

Out of the past
The Basis of Union incorporates into the Uniting Church the

ancient Creeds, the Confessions of the Reformation, John Wesley's
sermons, the Congregational emphasis on the fellowship of the
Church Meeting, features of the Presbyterian system of govern
ment, and recognises the role of laymen and laywomen in the :
Church. .

• Why do this? Aren't these various emphases
likely to clutter up the Uniting Church with the
trappings of a bygone world? If you don't·
agree, state what you think their value would be
to the Uniting Church.

• Is a 20th century confession of faith necessary?
If not, why not? If so, in what way should it
be related to

< •• _------_ ••••• '_ •• _-_ ••••• " •••• __ ._ ••
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• Read the extract above from .. The Faith of the
Church ", Is it important to give thanks in this
way ~ Why l

.. No denomination is justified by its right doctrine,
any more than any individual is justified by the
works of the law .... Yet God In His mercy ha~

. acknowledged the words spoken in His Name.
Broken, frail, ignorant, inadequate, words they
have been; yet God in His transcending mercy
has used them to come to His People and to enable
His People to worship Him .. The Church's witness
and worship have been declared righteous by
grace through faith. We have deserved nothing,
we have earned nothing; yet, even in our Sinful,
divided state, God has not left us. We can still
hear His Word through men's words, we can still
meet and receive His Son in the sacraments of a
divided Church, we can still discern the linea
ments of a fellowshiP of the Holy Spirit In our
denominational huddles ",

(" The Faith of the Church ", P. 30.)

There is no wish to wipe away the past, for
it is the past which gives meaning to the present.
Men, women, young people who are without
history or heritage are like persons who suffer
from loss of memory: they do not know who
they are now. because. they do not .know
who they have been. ..

" We are being led to acknowledge that in spite
of our sin God has blessed and preserved His
Church by His Word."

THANKS BETO GOD •••4
I
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• Discuss this last statement; what might be some
of the implications for our churches?

1918

(World Christian Youth Conference,
Amsterdam.)

.. In the Bible renewal and unity are not seen as alternatives or
as competing objectives, ••• Unity by itself is nothing, may
even mean death ••••• Unity in the biblical sense is God-givenunity
which implies new life." ... .

(Visser't Hooft: .. Renewal of the Church ".)

From "Letters to the Editor" in.a
daily newspaper-a-

SIR-I may be barking up the
wrong tree ; and as an uncommitted
acceptor of the existence of some
supernatural force. perhaps mine is
the'voice of ignorance.
Whichever it is, it seems to me

that our various, church leaders are
doing nothing but help perpetuate
a myth-how can otherwise learned
men proclaim a Jack of unity Within
the Christian churches 'when they
have unity already ~

• Compare these points of view:

... The world needs a united Church.
We must· be one, that the world
may believe. The world will not
wait while we argue. neither will
God have us ask Him to achieve
by miracle what we are unwilling
to work for ourselves."

Unity and Renewal-a twosome
The Act of Union proposed is more than a union of churches,

It is in a real sense an act of re-formation. In the end, acceptance
or rejection of the proposals is going to depend on whether or
not the negotiatrng churches come to share in the sense of renewed
understanding of the Church, its nature, function and ordering.

We shall only grasp the Significance of the Report if we come
to see the issue not just in terms of union but in terms of a renewal
or reformation within Christ's Church.

• Is it true that the Christian churches have unity
already? Is" unity of spirit" sufficient? Why
or why not?

... Christ has made us His own, and
He rs not divided. In seeking
Him we find one another."
(First W.C.C. Assembly, Amseerdam.)

(Stephen Neill: "Unfinished Task ".)

.... It is' in the light of 'the pro
clamation of the whole Gospel
to the whole world by the whole
Church' that many of our present
divisions seem unreasonable and
irrelevant. It is not that we are
called to unity for our own sake,
but by the almost desperate situa
tion of the Church in the world;
we are called to it for the sake of
Christ, the fulfilment of whose
good purpose for His world is
constantly being frustrated by
the divisions in His C:hurch."

That all may be one
The present fragmentation of the Church is incompatible with

the core of the Gospel ·teachings. By their unwillingness to be
reconciled to one another, Christian churches obscure the fact
that '~God· was in Christ· reconciling the world to Himself"
(2 Corinthians 5 : 19). .

The mission of the Church is to allow Jesus
Christ to exercise His own redemptive mission
in and through its life.

The Church's Faith is in Jesus Christ. To
enter more fully into the Church's Faith, life
and worship means to enter more fully into
Him. And the nearer we draw to Him, the
nearer we come to one another ... , ..

.. As we seek the Church's Faith in its fullness we
have our eyes on the future . • . praying ·and
believing, .that God will maintain His Church in
fellowshiP with Himself, purging her and enabling
her to fUlfil the misston to which in each genera
tion she is called."

(The Report: (A) P.75-6; (B) PAD.)

.. We are being led to undertake together, God
helping us, to enter more fully into the Church's
faith, life and worship."

Admittedly I·haven't been to every
denomination, out all those I have
visited have been completely united
in worshipping God; I have been
to various services ..,- Church of
England. Roman Catholic. Christian
Science, Presbyterian and Congrega
tional; and I have spoken to members
of. the Mormon faith, Seventh Day
Adventists, Christadelphians. All of
them. without exception, have pro
claimed their faith and belief in GOD.

Can there be greater proof of
unity? Wouldn't it be more effec
tive if these same leaders spent
their time (and let ~he publicity
men know they are spending it) in
gaining more members of some
faith. whatever title the particular
denomination chooses ?
Those who subscribe to Anglican

ism will not be better believers after
the adoption of a modified Catholic
ism. and vice versa.
It does seem to me. in this harsh,

chromium-plated world. that these
same leaders should theoretically be
better fitted by trai ning to conve rt
the faithless than disturb the faithful
-or are they ?

r
I
I

5 TO FULFIL THE MISSION
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• What do you consider to be the relationship between
.. the ministry of the laity" (Greek: Laos - Ie the
people of God ") and" the ordained ministry" ?
See I Peter 2 : 9-10 and the Report: (A) pp.32,
40, 46 and .81 ; (B) pp. 18, n, 26 and 43.
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I. John 13 : 5-9 ; Luke 22 : 24-27; Mark 8 : 34-38 (N.E.B.).

2. Luke 24 : 52-53; I Corinthians II : 23-26.

3. Luke 9 : 1-6; Matthew 28 : 18-20.

4. Matthew 9 : 35- 10 : I ; Acts 14 : 23; I Timothy 4 : 12-14.

By baptism, every Christian enters Into the privilege of sharing
in this ministry. The Church is thus "the servant people of a
servant Lord."

• Study the following groups of references to discover
the nature of the Church's ministry; what key
word or phrase would you use to describe each
group of references? Read also The Report:
(A) P.28 (B) P.16.

(The Ennston Report.) (Revelation22 : 3·4.)

" His servants shall serve him, and they shall see his face, and
his name shall be in their foreheads."

.. The Church is sent into the world as a ministering community,
not only in the sense that the parts serve each other, but· that
all serve the world. Christ died for Jhe whole world, and a
deep conviction that this was 50 would make the Church the
bearer of hope to the world." •••. "The Church must not
become an escape for those who do not dare to look such a
world in the faee," .

.. The foundation of the ministry is first and foremost, the ministry
of Jesus Christ. He is the sole head of the Church, and 01/ ministry
within the Church and within the world, flows from His ministry."

(The Report: (A) P.29; (B) P.16.)

.. To make a thing living, It must be made local."

The movement towards unity" is not. a liberation from the
bonds of the local church, but a calling to more conscious parti
cipation in the life of the Church ••. we are agreed that we are
more than ever committed to our local. churches; we belong
to our local churches henceforth as restless and impatient
members called to critical participation."

(Lausanne Eoumenioal Youth Conferenoe.)

To bring together the two themes of this study (unity and
ministry) make a list of the ways in which Church Union can be
promoted in your local church and district. When you have
done so, select the most promising item, and commence to plan
it in detail. Then you seek the· means to carry it out in your
particular situation.

The Report sees the fundamental feature of the Church's life
as ministry, centred on Christ. In the New Testament, .. ministry H

or .. minister H. is not restricted to anyone person or group; it
refers to the whole body of believers. In everyday speech, the
word meant .. to serve H, especially in a personal way. It was
not until late in New Testament writings that the' word acquired
its special meaning in reference to a particular office, or job ..

Be practical!All Christians are Ministers



The Report proposes the establishment in the Uniting Church
of .. bishops-in-presbytery". In the event of agreement on this
point. the Report further proposes that the first bishops in the
Uniting Church be consecrated jointly by the bishops of the Church
of South India and by presbyters of the Uniting Church.
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Concordat with the Church of South India; Bishops-in
Presbytery:
It is proposed that the three denominations enter Into union

under the name of .. The Uniting Church In Australia" and that
this Church enter into a Concordat (a covenant or agreement)
with the Church of South India (a 1947 union of Anglicans. Con
gregationalists. Methodists and Presbyterians) ...

. .. as a sign of a desire to manifest more fully the unity of
the Church across national. cultural, and rac/aJ boundaries.
and does this with the prayer that our union may be a .witness
to all men of Christ's offer. through the Church. of the gift
of His reconciling love."

(The Report: (A) P.77; (8) PAl.)

When the time for talking is over, and the
time for voting comes, several things can
happen-

The Basisof Union can be rejected as a whole
The Basisof Union can be accepted as a whole
The Basis of Union can be amended. then

adopted

The third possibility seems the most likely.
Two or three matters appear to be arousing
the greatest controversy. It would be fatal,
of -course, if these became so distorted or
magnified that they threatened to swamp the
purpose of the negotiations.

In the material which follows, different points
of view have been put forward. together with
relevant references. You will need to make
up your own mind about these issues ...

BISHOPS AND ALL THAT:
PARTICULAR ISSUES6
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Charles M. Schulz cartoon,
Copyright 1961.by Warner Press, Inc.

.. t never can remember ••. Are we uniting FOR something or
AGAINST something ? ..

F'
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.The view that a valid ordination of
bishops can only be achieved by
getting the C.S.I, to do the job
is clearly rejected In the Report.
The Report does state that for
the Uniting church to create its
own bishops, however, would
not be the best way. Since
Australia is set in an Asian/
Pacific area, a link like this with
the C.S.I. would be an expression
of the Uniting Church's commit
ment to sharing in the mission of
the Church with churches from
countries who form a vital link
wIth Australia, We should not
lose sight of the fact, though,
that the idea of unbroken succes
sion is a valuable symbol, which
expresses the continuity of the
Church's life. It's not essential,
but shouldn't be lightly discarded
without considering the values
to be gained from the idea. The
C,S,I. has also shown us a form
of episcopacy· which avoids the
errors of the past-and that's
the kind we need.

.Originally bishops were primarily
responsible for safeguarding the
purity of the faith. It is only
much later that the bishop came
to be seen as a " prince of the
Church ", complete with all the
trappings of his office, At the
Reformation, some churches still
retai ned the office of bishop.
Others, for example the Scottish,
turned to the Presbytery, which
took over the duties of bishop.
A bishop-in-presbytery in the
Uniting Church, would avoid the
abuses into which the system has
sometimes fallen; he would be
under the authority of the
presbytery.

.Presbyters need a pastor of their
own. They too need advice,
criticism, support. No matter
how effective a group of men
may be in taking over the duties

. of bishop, it cannot be adequate,
It's too big, too impersonal, and
cannot meet the individual's need.

Some views 'SUPPORTING this
section of the Report

--1

I

.The case for having a bishop to act
as pastor to the ordained pres
byters has some value, but plac
ing the responsibility on one
person to act in th is capacity
would be likely to increase the
chances of finding yourself with
the wrong man. The right man
may be chosen, but again he
mIght not.

.The consecration of Uniting Church
bishops by bishops and presbyters
of the Church of South India is a
way of bringing the new bishops
into line with the .. historic
episcopate ". (Churches who
hold to this idea claim that their
blshops are in direct and unbroken
line of descent from the apostles
and derive their authority directly
from the. apostles. They also
believe that without this un
broken line of descent, the
ministry of other churches lacks
true authority and validity. The
Anglican church is one example.)
This procedure would achieve
very little, since the C.S.1. itself
(which includes ex-Anglicans)
only receives limited· recognition
by other episcopal churches,

.Bishops, however well intentioned,
can get too big for their boots.
You can too easily get a dictator
ship. At the present time, the
three churches have a thoroughly
democratic system in both the
ordained Ministry and amongst
the'lay people, No one person
holds a .. higher" position than
another. There is no pyramid
where a man or woman can rise
to the top-because there is no
top. All are equal. With the
introduction of bishops, all would
not be equal.

Some views QUESTIONING this
section of the Report

Church Government, and Congregational life:-

The Report: (A) P.S7-64; P.S6 } authority and
(B) P.31-3S; PA6 government

(A) PA3-44, P.84 } h ffi f D
(B) P.24-2S; PAS teo Ice 0 eacon
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Bishops-in-Presbytery:-
The Report: (A) P.33ff, especially PA7-S0; P.83.

, (B) P.ISff, especially P.26-28; P.44-S.
Reservation: (A) P.6S. (B) P.37.

PAl.(A) P.S2-S7; P.77. (B) P.29-31
(A) P.68. (B) P.37.

Concordat :
The Report:
Reservation : I

i! '

REFERENCES ON THE ABOVE ISSUES

I
I·,

I
I

Church Government, and Congregational life:
This part of the Report is not so. controversial, but is one

which will directly affect every church member. At the present
time, the three churches have various means by which members
of the whole congregation meet together, other than for worship.
The Report makes specific recom mendations for the establish
ment or continuation of what will be called ", The Church Meeting ",
such a meeting to be a regular feature of the congregation's life.
and to consist of all communicant members.

A .. Parish Council" is proposed, which will bring together
what the three churches have previously known as the Kirk
Session (Presbyterian), the Leaders' Meeting (Methodist) and the
Deacons".Meeting (Congregational). This Council will be com
posed of DEACONS, representative men and women, who shall
be ordained to that office in the Uniting Church. Elders, Local
Preachers, and Deacons of the three churches will all become
deacons in the Uniting Church. Deaconesses in the three churches
shall also be recognised as deacons on the same basis. To ensure
that lay people in congregational organisations have a voice in
decision-making, the deacons shall be augmented by chosen com
municant members, appointed for a limited period.

Some members of the Joint Commission signed a .. Reserva
tion" affirming their agreement with all the Report with the
exception of the sections on bishops-in-presbytery and the Con
cordat. These men believe these issues should be decided upon
after the union of the three churches. and not before.

r
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• There are some church members who will want to
dismiss the entire proposal for Union as (in the
words of Perry Mason) .. incompetent, irrelevant.
and immaterial"; Church Union is not a real
issue at all. How would you deal with such a.
point of view if it was expressed to you?

• Must the whole Report be rejected if we disagree
in part with it ?

• The Report has been criticised by some on the
grounds that the Confessing Act (The Report:
(A) p.8e; (B) PA8) is ••over-churchy ", and
doesn't include adequate reference to Christian
responsibility for serving in the world. What do
you think? .

• The Section of the Report on "the Ministry"
emphasises that all Christians are ministers, and
all share in' the ministry of Christ to the world.
It implies equality yet goes on to say that the
" fullness" of the .ministry belongs to those who
are ordained, i.e. those who are Presbyters.
Does this strike you as a contradiction? (see

. the Report: (A) P.81·82; (B) PA3-44).

General-

• W.hat would be the function of the .. Parish
Council"? How will' it achieve its purpose?

.• What is your reaction to the idea of the" Church
. Meeting"? How' is. it different from your
present system? What do you see as its advant
age. (if any) over .your present system ?

• Read the relevant sections of the Report on the
office of deacon. Are they souAd in principle ?
Will they work in practice?

• What is the purpose of "church government" ?
Is it necessary ?

Church Government and Congregational life-

r'

• Do you agree or disagree with those who signed
the Reservation? Why?
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• What is the difference between a "bishop" and
a .. bishop-In-presbytery It? What is' your
opinion of the name "bishop II ?

• What are the advantages of the office of bishop-in
presbytery? What are the disadvantages? Are
there adequate safeguards against possible abuse
of the office ~

SELECT YOUR DISCUSSION MATERIALFROM THE
FOLLOWING :-

Bishops and the Concordat-
• What do you think was the aim of the framers of

the Report in recommending the Concordat with
the C.S.!. ? What is your own opinion of the
reasons given ? .

.The most important issue of all is
to listen to what God is saying to
us through these proposals.

.The Concordat Is far more than
.. mutual co-operation ", and is
certainly not introduced just to
provide a means by which bishops
can be ordained. The Concordat
means that the two churches
(C.S.!. and Uniting) will be in
agreement both on matters of
faith and of church order, and
.will have a membership and
ministry which is mutually
recognised as valid. The signifi
cance of taking this step in the
face of national, cultural, social,
historical and denominational
barriers is enormous. It means
that the church in Australia is
saying .. we are in need of
renewal. Come and help us.
Together we will seek the mean
ing of renewal in the light of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ."

• The most important issue of all is
to listen to what God is saying
to us through these proposals.

.However highminded the Concor
dat may sound, it still appears to
be a way of incorporating into the
Uniting church the idea of
historic episcopate. No doubt
this would mean that possible
future union with Anglicans
would be easier, but the time
is not ripe and the proposal seems
to be a way of getting over an
awkward future situation. The
Concordat makes it sound as if
our own churches lack something
essential. It raises too many
problems and is 'not essential to
the basic proposals for union.
Even if bishops are a desirable
feature of the Church's life,
both the introduction of them
and the proposed Concordat are
unnecessary complications in the
negotiations at this stage. Don't
try to jump all the hurdles at
once .
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A FINAL QUESTION FOR PRIVATE REFLECTION:

Read Matthew 10 : 38-39 and Romans 5 :. 12 to 6 : II. In
what ways does Union involve a "dying to live more fully" ?
What will .. dying" mean for-

(a) you, .personally

(b) your denomination

(c) .your local church

• Are there any other matters raised in The Report,
which you would like to discuss?

• D. T. Niles, the great Ceylonese Christian, recently
urged young people at an Asian youth conference
to be " responsibly disobedient". He suggested
to them that if their church forbad them to
attend Communion conducted by another
. denomination; they should disobey human law.
follow the saints and martyrs and respond to
Divine love.
What is your reaction to being' urged to be
" responsibly disobedient" ?

• In a practical way, what can you and/or your group
share in the movement toward union ?
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