CONTINUING EDUCATION
OPPORTUNITIES
for February/March 2019

Greetings Ministry agents, remember you are entitled to a minimum of 14 days study leave every year.
Consider enrolling (for audit or credit) in one of the following Intensives being offered through Pilgrim
Theological College in the first few months of 2019.

A Changed
Climate for
Theology
Dates: February 1, 2, 4 and 5
Course Code:
CT9040P; Online - CT9049P
Lecturer: Deborah Guess

FERMENT AND
RENEWAL:
THE MISSIONAL
CHURCH TODAY
Date: February 11, 12, 13, 21
and 22
Course Code: DM2500P,
DM3500P, DM9500P; Online –
DM2509P; DM3509P, DM9509P
Lecturer: John Flett

With global church leaders increasingly engaging with the
topic of climate change, people of faith are seeking to become
more involved in the discussion about what it means to live
in a physically changing and inequitable world. Australia’s
geography makes it particularly vulnerable to an altered climate,
and it is therefore especially able to benefit from an ecologically
informed and lucid local church. In this unit students will
be introduced to the phenomenon of climate change itself,
including a range of interrelated issues such as ocean pollution,
over-fishing and deforestation. In particular, students will learn
to critically assess the challenges that a changed environmental
understanding poses for Christian theology and practice, and
will explore some of the tradition’s rich resources which can
inform fruitful dialogue within and beyond the community of faith
about Christian responses to environmental imperatives.
Apparent challenges lie before the Christian churches in
societies variously shaped by Christendom. However, while
the symptoms might be clear (aging communities, membership
loss, financial stressors), the underlying causes are perhaps
less clear than often thought. This course examines certain
sociological trends shaping the current context, including
the complex idea of secularisation. Missionary models of the
church, missional, emergent church and fresh expressions,
for example, attempt to address these changes in the church’s
social context. Each approach has strengths and weaknesses
— but all draw on over 100 years of prior theory concerning a
missionary ecclesiology. The unit examines this history and the
potential of missional approaches for the churches in Australia
today.
Continue to next page

PSALMS
Dates: March 15, 16, 17, 29 and
30
Course code: BA3020P / BA
9020P; Online - BA3029P,
BA9029P
Lecturer: Monica Melanchthon

The ancient prayers and hymns found in the Psalter have
been, to a large extent, domesticated. The psalms are about
thanksgiving joy, faith and God, but, especially with regard to
the laments, they are also about protest, revenge, anger and
a cry for justice - emanating from experiences of violence,
suffering, injustice and abandonment. How can we use the
Psalter to bring home the necessity and urgency of justice?
How can we employ the Psalms to respond to the socioeconomic, political and ecological impulses all around us?
How can we transcribe the real problems of the ‘I’ in crisis into
social, material, mental or physical categories – dealing with the
ultimate conditions of human existence in our day and age?
This unit will introduce the Book of Psalms, and study the
formation and development of the Psalter. It will give attention to
the various forms of the Psalms, their setting and their functions
within the historical experience of Israel. But it will focus largely
on the language, interpretation and theology of select psalms to
identify their liberating potential and significance for individuals,
the church and the communities in which we find ourselves.

For UCA ministers Continuing Education Grants are available to assist with costs: https://ctm.uca.edu.
au/resources/funding-scholarships/. If several colleagues are interested in enrolling together, support
will be given if they wish to meet in an ongoing way after the unit in a Peer Learning Group to consider
how learnings from the unit impact theological reflection and ministry practice in their contexts.
Please contact the Continuing Education Coordinator for further information:
fran.barber@victas.uca.org.au
To enrol, please contact the Pilgrim Theological College registrar,
Erlinda Loverseed: registrar@pilgrim.edu.au, or ph 9340 8892

equipping Leadership for Mission

